PIOUS REFLECTIONS, 
AND 


DEVOVT PRAYERS, 


O N 
SEVERAL POINTS 
OF 
FAITH AND MORALITY, 
FROM MAN'S CREATION 
TO HIS CONSUMMATION. 


Q © 
By the very Reverend Father Nrcotas 
of the holy Croſs, Exprovincial of © 
the Evglish Recollefts, and Cha- 
elain in ordinary to her 
Majeſty of grear 


Britain, 
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TO HER MOST 
EXCELLENT MAJESTY, 


MARY 


QUEEN OF GREAT BRITAIN &. 


The great Apoſile ſaint Tamrs, 
declares that al our bleſſmgs of nas 
ture, grace, or Glory , aſcend from 
above from the father of lieht , in 
Thom is found no 5hadow of vicif+ 
ſutude , or change : that we can lay 
#0 offerings apon Our Altars which 
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have not BC an hs Jn 'd 
in fine, that Wwe can give Fea n0- 
thing that his not of his own. Tet 
there is one thing , and that alone 
? can cal ours , which is pratituadt, 
and that only God expeds from us, 
becauſe tis a Voice which loualy pro - 
claims onr Pay > » and bis 
greatnes. | 
Now, MaDamM, /oVeraign 
Princes are in the next degree of obs 
liging their. ' fubjeAs : ffs We oVP 
unto them the duty of obſervance 
and obedience , which exatt a great 
part of wy TÞe have, or cando, 
as tributary to their. Dignity ; next, 
when they are pleaſed, to ſuperadd 
any liberality of their own, it ren«. 
ders us ſo. nncapable of a rtturn, 


that ve find a neceſſity of having” | 


WV: 


for your unprizable favonrs , after 
al the reflimonies of ſubmiſſion, and 
wneratio.; ae is your grearnes , atzd 


reconrs to our propriety of nature as 
rational , Which is gratitude : for the 
Eminence of a Benefaflor adds much 
to the valut of the gift, andcoſequently 
to aſpire ta a compenſation is a kind 
of preſumption in a ſubjett to his 


ſaveraign. 


Saint T homas in his rules of 


gratitude preſcribes that after our 


diſcharg of thanks, honor, and reſpeft 
to our Benefattor , we ought to mike 
a return, if not proportionable to 
the gitt received, at leaſt to the ut 
m0fF of our ability: hence wil appear 
to your e ajeſty w2y poor condition, 
that after all the acknoWlcagments 
that can iſ] ut from a grateful bart 
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afier al my -vovVs, and prayers to 
render Heaven propitious to your 
temporal, and eternal felicity , I have 
only to offer in return theſe faint rt- 
fleftions , the produtts of a vvinter 
' ſeaſon and [oyl: yet tho they woant 
the fre:hnes of an early grovVth, 
T /olace my felf Vvith this, that an 
Evening ſacrifice has oft conveyd a 
pleaſing odour to our ſupream Lord, 
vtho ts the objetfroe beatitude of men 
and Angels. Hovvever if this mean 
preſent be ſo happy as to find a be- 
nign acceptance at your eAM ajefies 
hands, I sGal ro more repine at the 
ſeverity of ol4 age , fine it has in- 
aulzed me fo far as to let me offer 
&þ to your 1 ajefTy this laft pledg 
ef my ri{pet and duty, 
Beſtaes, Jour grations condefcen- 


dence to my long Vvisht for retreat, 
in order to my reaſſuming a. ptni= 
tential babit , (from vvhich I bad 
near fifty years bien ſequeſired upon 
the ſcore of God and my country's 
ſervice) has allowed me time to ru- 
minate upon theſe high concerns of 
a Chbriftian, and conſequently what 
ever fruit this retirement bas produ- 
ced, juftly belongs to your M1 ajeſty: 
for what is cauſe- of the cauſe , is 
likewiſe cauſe of the effef. 

Nay, I muff farther atteſt it ta 
be yours; for having penn d a fran- 
tling of theſe refletions at the requeſt 
of a friend, it hapned to fal mto 
your Majefirs hanas ; ana after 
the peruſal your AM ajeſty Was plea- 
fed to witnes ſuch a ſatisfaftion in 
the reading, as is put nie upon rhe 
taiko compoſin 2 theſe jruv additions. 
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Now , MADAM, Providence 
having fo ordaind, that it came out 
of the preſs, a little before that au- 
ſpicious day which diſcloſed unto us 
a glorious ſun , our hopeful Prince of 
wales , Who revives the almoſt Þi- 
thir'd hopes of al your true ſubjetts, 
and makes them bloſſom forth anew, 
I fay this pleaſing refleFlion made 
me venture to preſent to your M1 a- 
jefſy on that Bleſſed day , together 
which theſe, a hymn of thanksgiving 
tor that pretious gift , in whom is 
compriſed ( after your Royal Con- 
fort) al we can expect of happines 
to our unfortunate Country; and 
1 hope alſo this powerful attractive 

may invite your Majeſty the more 
frequently to tate into your bands 


theſe poor fragments of devotion, 
T bus woith al humility, and in al 
duty 1 ſubſcribe 


YOUR MAJESTY'S, 


Moſt obedient Subject, devoted 
Orator, and Chaplain unwor- 
thy. 


B. NICOLAS of the 
holy Croſs. 


C-> CAC IV DE CD CPN CB 2-9 Bo DWY God 
A HYMN. 


Of thanksgiving for our Prin- 
ce of Wales, alluding tothe 
Bleſſed Trinity , oa whole 
feaſt he was born. 


I F gifts be rated by the Donor's worth , 
He is unpriſable who brought thee forth, 
What God beftows , is always underſtood 
A preſent for his Glory , and our good. 
On tbis ſure ground ( great Prince ) our 
hopes do lean; 2) JY 63 
For Heaven is ju, tho malice intervene. 
Mean while al Loyal hearts rejoyce to ſee, 
The preludes of their bappines in thee. 
How Grace and nature ſweetly coinſphere, 
To make thee objet of their love and fear, 
Thy taking humour like a morning g1ay , 
Grows more ſerene , and pleaſant, as the day, 
17 'hen tiper years shal radiate thy mind , 
O mayſt thou prove delight of al mankind. 
Bleſi'd in thy ſclf', thy people bled in tbee; 
Bleſ'd in thy God , the Biefsed Trinity, 
Amen. 


S203 I-50) IN? GISICAEHT ICH 
THE PRAYER 
TO THE BLESSED TRINITY. 


B Right San of myſteries, © 
bleſfled Trinity , Father, 
Son , and Holy Ghoſt , from 
whomr all other myſteries of 
our faith derive their reſplen- 
dent beams, it is to yon we ow 
our Creation, Conſervation and 
power to at; it is from you, 
great Three and One, we have 
reccivd a Redecmer, who was 
Sacribced to pnrchaſe gracefor 
vs by the cffation of his pre- 
tious blond, and in vertne of 
that, all other means condu- 
cing to falyation. In fine, all 


the bleſithgs we polles or hope 


for ,cither temporal , or ſpiri- 
tual, are the effets of your 
benign influences. Now whilſt 
we enumerate theſe your libe- 
ralitics, © Bleſſed Trinity , it 
were high ingraticnde co paſſ 
over in filence this Choice one 
of your inexhauſted bounty; 
to wit, our hopeful Prince of 

Wales; whom we acknowledg 
tro be your munificent pifr, and 
therefore permit us to lay him 
atthe foot of your ſacred Altar, 
and from thence convey unto 
your ſupream Majeity the per- 
fames of praiſe and thanksgi- 
vine; that on this day of your 
great ſolemnity, a ſon is born 
nato us, defign'd we hope by 
your al-powerful hanwd ro be a 


Prince of peace; to ſettle onr: 
unfortunate diſtrated Nation, 
which for many late years paſt: 
has by a ſtrange Rapidity ob- 
ſtrated your mercy and its 
own happines. Nextour hams-. 
ble petition. in his behalf is, 
that whenthe- Crown (of which: 
be-/is heir! apparent )-$hal be: 
due to him ,, he may quietly! 
enter into poſſeſſion : Then 
may he be inſpired to-shelter 
his three Kingdoms ander the 
| patronage of you, 6 Auguſt 
Trinity , and that his power 
of Majeſty may equally (way 
in al his Dominions. Give him 
wiſdom likewiſe ro govern ac- 
cording to your Holy laws: 
give him a heart of Iaſtice, to 


reward merit , and pnnish of- 
fenders by this mcans may he 
parchaſe to himſelf the love 
and fear of his people, the tyvo 
main pillars ofa Crovyn.Laſtly, 
aftcr a happy raign, and a life 
attempered with al Chriſtian 
and Princely vertnes, may he 
exchange; an carthly Crown, 
for one Celeſtial. © "D 


Amen, 


"20 IY Cv 
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PEST DIS NSDISAITILILDISD CAC-I6-207 
A. mn TMR” 
On the birth of his Royal Highries 
THE PRINCE OF WALES, 


The hopes of onr Crown, and 
the Crown of our hopes. | 


Duis put as puer iſle erit? Luc 1, 


"I Reat God, whoſe al-wiſe Providence, 
Is the Prime Mobile from whence © 
- * AL Human Adtion flows :_ 
But with a more endearing Love , 
With 4a peculiar care" above, | 
Does King# and Crowns diſpoſe : 
Accept the Iridure of the praiſe, Me : 
Which every loyal ſubjeft pays, 
At this moi} happy bour, 
Ivben all-propitious Heaven did ſmile , 
And fignal Bleſings on our Ile 
Did prodigally pour. 
' When you a kind of Saviour ſent : 
4 Prince , our longing Heart's content : 
4 favour undeſery'd : 


'A Prince by Providence conceiv'd , 


By Wonder from the grave retriev'd , 
By Miracle preſerv'd : 
Sure , gracious God, this show'd preſage, 
He'll be the Phenix of the age; 
England's Redemption's near ; 
Since James and JEsus ſo agree, 


Since *twixt *em ſuch affinity 
Does hitherto appear. 


As JESuSs in his Crib was creſt. 


As JESUS here and there was tofi* t, 
And ſo to gory paſt : 

O may our hopes: reviver 100-,.' -\ 
From ſuff ring to bis glory go, 

Arid. ſo be crown'd: at: left. 
To fit him for this great deſign ,': :: 
Give him , Good God, a . ſoul divine, 

; A brave heroick heart : 
May graces al concenter there , 
Veriue and .Valour Co-inſphere ; 

The .nation to convert. 
So into Hymns the noiſe" of wars ; 


Lightning of Cannons into ſtars, | 
Wil ſoon converted be ; 


To Pearls our tears, 
- To foys our fears , 
and ev”ry ſoul to ks 


20 JY Oc Amen, 


THE PROENX:. 


27 HEN I confider (O 
| 1 my God) thoſe infinite 
aR&& mercies you have be- 
ſrowd on me the moſt nnwor- 
thy of your creatures, I confes 
it puts me to a ſtand ; fo far 
they ſarpas any return I can 
make: however , I rclolne not 
to be ſtaind with the gnile of 
Ingratitade : wherefore for c- 
very benefit of yours, whichi 
are as ſo many teſtimonies of 
A 


fo 


(2) 
your Love, [ preſent you.vvith 
as many thanks from a grateful 
heart: and ſince by no obſequi- 
ouſnes of mine, I can reach to a 
ful compenſation , I wil at 
leaſt return love for love. 


(3) 
1. A MEDITATION 


ON 'THE BENEFITS OF MANS CREATION4 


FI Onſider that God, amidſt 
kJ a maſs of creatures he de- 
ſigned to make happy , was 
pleaſed to draw me our of no« 
thing ,' and give me a being: 
next, that his ſovereign power 
left Millions of creatures in 
their nothing, at the ſame time 
he. gave me being , who de- 
ſcru'd-it no more than they ; fo 
that it was a pure effe& of his 
kindneſs in preferring me be- 
fore them. Again, he nor only 
confer'd on me a ſimple being, 
bat -an eternal one , Which 
-” 


4 * 
: 
, 


(4) | 

Should never perish ;. a being, 
indow'd with reaſon, and En- 
nobling this my being with 
knowledg , with liberty , and 
with a Law; that] might know 
my Creator, that with a free 
wil I might acknowledg my 
dependance on him,and reccive 
his commands : laſtly , that 
I might be the more caſily in- 
dncd to pay him the jaſt'tri- 
bute of obedience , he ſubjeted 
al the 'creatores of this infe- 
rior world to mans Dominion: 
nay fram'd the ſun, moon, and 
thoſe celeſtial bodies , for his 
uſe and conyenience, Hence 
I confrder the eminent dignity 
of man, that was conſtituted 


Lord: and maſter of -the: nni« 


(5) 

yers; Lions and Tigers Were 
aw'd at the majeſty of his looks; 
al other creatnres at his beck, 
and giving tocyery one its name 
conformable to its natare * 
by which it appears how per- 
fealy he knew their proprictics 
and inſtincts , fo the better to 
manage them to the end for 
which they were created. No 
ſtorms ar tempeſts , nothing 
in diforder-while he' preſerv'd 
his innocence : al the ſeaſons 
of the year kind and faitable to 
their productions ; no malig- 
nant' vapors to blaſt a fresÞ 
complexion ; al things conſpi- 
ring ta dcliciate his ſenſes, 


(6) 
REFLEXIONS,. :.... 
I he neceſſity of gract, $59, 


£3 | is 


"He pifr of creation is bj- 
-ghly to be -valaed;, and 


jaitly merits our- a&ts of gratt- 


rade; bur that of conſcryation 
ſeems to lay a greater obliga- 
tion apon ns , |becanſc it is a 
favour without intermiſſion : 
for creation is bat"one-aft mn 
our Maker, whereas Conſerya- 
tion 1s a prodution repeated 
as it were every moment. "The 
like is requifit alſo in the being 
of grace, for withont a con- 
tinnal' ſupply of-that ſaperna- 
cural quality, we preſently lip 
back into ſin, Hence the condi- 


(7 ) 
tion of Man ſeems very deplora- 
ble,when on the one fide we co- 
{der his tye of acdſtant gratic. 
de for the creation, and colerya- 
tion both of nature and grace, 
and on the other, his weaknes 
and imbeciliry to perform what 
is good. The ſacred text abun 
dantly ſets forth this/inabilicy; 
afhirming that. we can not frame 
a good: thought, nay not 
ſo mnch as defireto do it with- 
out: the 'grace. of; God. Saiat 
Anſtin'ſays none can moyeto- 
wards their Salvation, wichonc 
God inviting ; that none: 1nvi- 
ted cancftect any thing without 
God aſliſting ; laſtly, he aſiſts 
nane-to «carry. on their good 
works to the end, nnleſs ſacd 


(8) 
fo, by an hamble ſupplication:; 
As to the firſt, that'is exci- 
ting grace, he offers it to al 
for he enligbtens al men who 
enter' in to the world; As to 
ſanctifying grace, he beſtovys it 
where he finds a diſpoſition 
on our fide to 'receive' it ; for 


nature- teaches that forms arc 


not introdac'd.; bat into ſab- 
jeas diſpog'd forthem : the ſoul 
of 'a beaſt /informs: not the 
tranck of a tree, nor a rational 
ſonl rhe body of a beaſt , ” 
cauſc their is no diſpolition 

the matter : ſo grace, being a 
ſupernatural form, enters not 
in-to a ſool nnprepar'd. for it. 
The remote diſpoſitions un- 
to grace are moral. acts of vir- 


(9) 

tne ; as to pive'to every one 
what is/his due : to relieve the 
diſtreſſed out of a natural-com- 
paſſion of their miſeries : or 
vwhena finnerprays to be freed 
from his fias withour doing 
any thing more to the effect 
of his prayer. © 

The immediate diſpoſition 
unto grace is nſfualy reduced 
to the three Thcological 
Vertues ; Faith, Hope , and 
Charity , or Contrition : by 
Faith we captivate our ander- 
ſtanding, and onr Reaſon to the 
obedience of reveal'd traths; ſo 
thar faith is the begining and 
Baſis of our ſalvation, Hope 
riſes to the expeRation of eter- 
nal felicity , by the means of 


(10) 
grace ( Which is gratis given) 
and good works ; for could we 
attain to onr :Salyation by the 
ſtrength of our natural facul- 
ties:, a Redeemer had heen to 
ns naneceſlary; Fear, humility, 
Prayer, thanksgiving., and 32 
ſenſe of divine mercy , would 
have found+no; admitrance in 
oar preſamptious minds:where» 
fore Gag: has decreed not 
to part with ,the pretions gifc 
of grace unles.we do. him the. 
honor to expett it from his 
hands, and perform ſomthing 
on our part, Charity anites ns 
to God by a love of Bene- 
volcnce , readring delightful 
ro ns whatis ſo to him, as alſo 
dilpleaſing what 1s diltattful co 


( I'I d | 
him : ſo that we are carryed 
on to contrition by a” motive 
of charity which may jaſtly be 
termd a loving dolor , or a do- 
lorons Love, To conclude, our 
ſalvation depends on God and 
our ſclves; let ns play our parc 
and we are-ſecure. That God 
requires our cooperation 1s an 
effe& of. his goodacs , for 
rv hilt wediſpaſe. oar ſelves by 
our own actions he makes us 
as it vvere-partners-vvith him: 
by this means oar fapream fe- 
licity is derived unto us in the 
moſt noble vyay of parchaſe, 
that 1s, by the cooperation of 
onr free vvil, joyned vvith the 
principal cauſe of our jultifica- 
tion,vvhich 1s Gods lave and 
mercy. 


—_— w—_ 
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(172) 
As for its final effeQs of pers 
ſeverance he only expeRts vve 
Should ask ; and can there be 


any thing more indu[gent then 


to'lce a hand open to give, if 
vve vvil bat open our lips to 
demand, ' Novy in this laſt re- 
quiſir, onr gofortuoate parene 
Adam vyas defacient, for tru- 
ſting to his ovva. condition, 
vvhich appeard fo happy as to 
vyant nothing buthis conſum- 


mated felicity , behold him lefc 


to himſelf : and then vyvhar 


ſacceeded ? he began to diſdain 


ro keep the garden of another, 
he vvould be a Proprietor, and 
be like nnto God; hence im- 
mediatly he was diſpoyled of 
his poſcſſions , thrown out of 


(13) 
Paradiſe ; diſturbed 'by rebe» 
lioas paſſions, clouds caſt over 
his underſtanding , which de- 
priv'd him of the ſpecious rays 
of knowledg which God had 
given him ; naked , becaufe 
ſtript of the veſtare of inno- 
cence *: poor, having forfeited 
with his innocence al his trea- 
ſures and ſoyereignty, O how 
the ſcene is changed ! how 
diſaſtrous are the effes of ſin! 
by this ſad example we may 
learn the neceſſity of preſer- 
ving. grace : for if in heaven 
2nd Paradiſe this was requiſit, 
much more onght we who are 
weakaned by the venom of ori- 
ginal fin, fear the want of 
this conſtant ſtream of grace : 


( 14): 
we may therefore conclude, it 
3s our part to yvork our Salya-. 
tion yvith fear and trembling, 
Saint Paul aſſuring vve can not 
perform the leaſt good a@ vn- 
leſs begun , held on, and'per- 
fe&ed ( ſo as torender it meri- 
rorious) vvithout the aſſiſting 
Trace of God. [Rl 0t% 

Spiritonal maſters preſcribe 
wo principal expedients by 
vvhich vve may preſerve our 
ſelves in the ſtate of grace : the 
one is prayer 2: vvhoſe povver 
3s ſuch , that conld the treaſu- 
ry of God be exhanſted, prayer 
vvonld do it; for Chriſt our 
Lord hath engaged his vvord 
never to deny vvhat-is demans- 
ded by fervent prayer, Nay 


[15] 

$. Chriſotom ſays that God 
hoards up bleſſings for ns, and 
expects 'only onr petition to 
deliver them out ; as if luſtice 
obliged him by virtne of his 
promiſe ro accord vyhat vve 
ask. Nay it has not only po- 
vver to dravv from him ble(- 
tings, bat likevviſe to tye up 
his hands that he infli& nor 
Inſt ponishments upon offen=- 
ders : hovy ſvyccrly did God 
expoſtulate vvith Moyles that 
hee shonld ceaſe to pray : and 
vvhy ? becauſe he might have 
ltberty to fal heavy upon his 
nngratefal people, Novy vvhilit 
vve read theſe vvonders , is it 
not a greater vvonder hoyy 
man comes to be miſerable, 


(16) 

hoyv he can gradg thanks for 
his creation and shamefally 
fink from a ſtate of prace, 
having ſach a povverful engin 
as that of prayer, to ſcttle, and: 
fecnre to him his final end, 

Bur to take off ſom part of 
our admiration , you muſt 
know this irreſiſtable effet of 
prayer is.annexd to certain 
conditions ,, Without vyhich 
God lends not his car to our 
ſupplications; tho they appear 
never ſo humble and ecarncſt : 
the firſt is, it muſt be for 
ſomthing that conduces to ſal- 
vation: next, it muſt iſſue from 
purelips, and from a heart in- 
nocent, and unſtain'd yvith fin. 
the laſt is, that vye perfeRly 


for- 


(173) 

forgive our; enemies, 4s vie 
defire G6d should forgive us 5 
if any of theſs:be wanting it 
may evactiate the force of prays 
er; and tender: it incffeftual, 

The next expedient” is to 
avoid ' dangerous occaſions. of 
ſin : we poſles our: treaſure in 
brittle caskers z one Wanton 
glance, or aworons expreſſion, 
hath oft wroughta flaw in the 
criſtal innocence of perſons 
who were looked apon' like 
Cedars eminent in vertue /and 
ſanity. Wherefore if we 
prove ſo' happy as to be reſto- 
red to grace by patticipation 
of the Sacraments , tho our! 
Wonnds be cloſed up , yet: re- 
member our enetnics are not; 

we hn | 


[.18 } 
ſo quel'd , but they may rally, 
and make another attempe: 
our paſſions ; and il habits have 
not ſo given up al their right 
to. reaſon and piety, as to [c- 
cure us from. a ſecond revyole 
and mutiny: no,-no, we onght 
to live in a- continoal diſtruſt 
of our ſelves, we onght to 
hold pretious the leaſt degree 
of grace, -lince it is Reeped' inv 
the- blond of Igsns-CHkisT; 
a flower produced of a thorn 
from -his head , and a- balm 
compoſed of his ſweat and: 
tears. It vvas the ſenſe of mans 
frailties that occaſioned y* great- 
ſervants of God to Shrowd- 
themſelves. into: deſerts , and- 
lictle cells, that they - mighte- 


not expoſe onto hazard , and 
render fruitleſs rhe incftimable 
benefits of our creation , con- 
ſervation and redemption; 
let ns remember then the can- 
tion our Bleſſed Savipur gave 
to his Diſciples, that whilſt they 
enjoyed light, they shonld pre- 
ſcrye themſelves in light; that 
is in grace, for ſo they might 
be | enabled to break thron 
the miſts of fin which involue 
them in the darkneſs of ingra- 
titade and preſerve to them 
ſelves the happy title of being 
the ſons of light. 


Bij 
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THE PRAYER 


\ [' vine artift, who haſt framed 

man to your opn Image and 
likeneſs, and deſientd bim for fu 
pream felicity , yet with a continual 
dependance on the exhibition of your 
graces : and this doubtleſs ont of an 
endearing providence : that Whilff 
by onr prayers we draw your bleſ- 
ſings upon us , we at the ſame- time 
might be mindfal of the hand from 
Whence they parted: grant, we brſeech 


_ you, that in rendring conflant afts 


of gratitude we may not only pro- 
ferve your favonrs , but alſo encreaſe 
them : until richly laden with merits 
We arrive at the land of Promiſe 
where Wwe are to rective the laſt 


( 21) 
froaks of your immenſe love in 
Eternal beatitude, Amen, 


IND LL IL MIVY WY YLIBLY 2-3 LY 


11. THE BENEFITS 
OF. THE SACRAMENTS; 


ESPECIALY OF PENNANCE. 


Fter the shipvvrack of 
"K Adam , our great and 
good God yvas ſtil plcaſed to 
retain the bovvels of compal- 
ſion, and reſentment of love 
toyvards his. unfortunate chil- 
dren, - Wherefore in the: pleni- 
trade of time he ſent his only 
ſon to pay our ranſom , and 
reſtore us to the right of. our 
loſt inheritance ; novy as his 
providential care had allotted 
B ij 


(22) 
remedies for our corporal in- 
firmities, no leſs vyas he ſoli- 
citous to provide againſt the 
vyounds vyc might receive by 
fia throa the vyeaknes 'of 
our nature impaired by an o-. 
riginal tain : to this end he 
initiruted the Sacram. vvhich 
:hould ſmooth unto us the 
yvay of ſalvation , and be as 
certain aquedutts to convey the 
merits and graces he has pur- 
chaſed for us by his pretions 
bloud and paſſion: and ſince 
Chriſt came to ena a lavy 
of grace he reſerv'd the inſti- 
tation of ſuch Sacraments as 
confer an inherent SanCtity , 
natil his coming , as the 
moſt ſealonable time both 


(23) 
ro Ifſne_ forth the teſtimonies 
of his love and mercy, as alſo 
to rcleive poor man fo faſtned 
to carth , that ,withont great 
difficulty he- could not apply 
himſelf to works of picty in 
that degree as to attain unto 
grace-:” but we Wil' here in 
particular conſider the Sacra- 
ment of Pcnnance nſualy -ſti- 
led the ſecond plank after ship- 
wrack , together with the 
difticulties that occar in the 
performance, as alſo the be- 
nefits ariſing from thence , fo 
to counterballance the appre- 
hended rigors which attcad it, 


( 24) 
{og 
The comfort of Confeſſion. 


| Ertue has this happy cir- 
# cumſtance annexed unto 
it , that the face of difficulcies 


afﬀcight not, nay rather. it be- 


gets a greater animoſity , like 
ro the fight of blond which 
adds rage to Elephants: the rea- 


ſonis, where there is more of 


hardship,there is more of mcrit. 
In the civil law to conceal a 
conſpiracy againſt the King or 
commonyealth ,thoco preſerve 
a friend, a ncar relation, nay 
even a Parent, is eſtecmd petty 
treaſon ; bur at the tribunal of 
Pennance to conceal a'mortal 


(25) 

treſpas 1s an at of high treaſony 
and the paunishment decreed 
for it,beyond that of drawing 
and quartering. : 
The firſt effential part of this 
Sacrament. is forrow , which 
diſpoſes for pardon. Now the 
_ forrow which is abſolacely ne- 
ceſlary, and no leſs will ſuffice, 
is called attrition : it ſprings 
from an apprehenſion of eter- 
nal panishment , or privation 
of eternal glory : and albeir 
this implies our own intereſt, 
yet there 15 intermingled with 
it a fear of being ſet at per- 
petnal: enmity with God , or 
of incurring the loſs of enjoying 
him in whom is compris'd the 
felicity of Saints : both which 


rr Be ICS = _ 


(26) 
ſappoſe a knowledg of God 
by an att of faith , which is a 
gift of the Holy Ghoſt; repre- 
ſeating the horrors of Hel, and 
the happines of Heaven. Ob- 
ſerve likewiſe, that no ſorrow 
which is purcly nataral can 
reach ( tho joyn'd with the Sa- 
crament) to: the remiſſion of 
fin , becaaſe the Holy Ghoſt, 


who alone is the ſource of al 


 SanRtification, docs not wor 


there. | 
Next, you are to know that 
this ſorrow implies a firm par- 
poſe never to relaps : and this 
firm purpoſe includes the a- 
voiding al imminent dangers 
of ſin, without which the par: 
pole is trifling, and as it were 


(27) 

none : it is like ' ſays Saint Bar 
naventure ) one that reſolves 
no more to be borne , yer ſtil 
walks amidſt flames: hence it 
is that many perſever in their 
wicked ways notwithſtan- 
ding they frequent this Sacra- 
ment ; while they dally with 
occaſions of fin, and yethope ro, 
conringe innocent ; a thing as 
pollible as ro be always hand- 
ling pitch , and never dawb 
our fingers. | 

The ſecond cſlential part of 
' pennance. is confeſſjon, a re- 
medy that ſeems bitter, and 
bears the face of ſeverity : for 
nothing.1s more repugnant to 
nature then to betray ones ſelf; 
yet to this we are obliged ia 


(28) 


this Sacrament how;then can 
it be a bleſſing when fo ſevere? 
the reaſon is, becauſe it leads 
ns to perform heroick atts of 
vertue; as to overcom our fel- 
ves, which is a greater victory 
then that of Lions : it puts us 
npon the task of knowing ons 
ſelves , which is the higheſt 
ſcience ; for there is nota puff 
of yanity within ns, a grain of 
Pride, a ſpark of concapiſcence, 
envy, revenge, or the-like, but 
muſt be. fifred, and layd open: 
and tho this be harsh to ſenſe, 
it is not ſo to reaſon, that conſ1- 
ders the exaberanc fruits which 
connteryail the ſtruglings of 
nature. What large promiſes 
. vvere made to Abraham for 


(.29 ) 
his obedience to Sacrifice his 
ſon? A penitent doth more; he 
facrifices his shame and bash- 
fulnes , his ſtrong inclination 
to hide his imperfeRions ; in 
a word, he becomes a perfect 
Holocauſt, accuſing himſelf ro - 
be a ſinner, which is co ſay, a 
moral nothing; nay he is car- 
ried on ſo far as to acknowledg 
that which al men abhor, thar 
is , to be ungratefal ; Many 
haye been content to bear the 
character of other crimes, but 
to be an ingrate is a monſter 
3n nature, and no yyhere foand 
to be ovynd, or acknovvleg'd, 
bat in the Sacrament of pen- 
nance. Wherefore if ſelf de- 
nyal ſets a value apon good 


(30) 

yyorks, tis no vyhere prafti- 
ſed fo to rhe life as in Confeſs 
fion ; and conſequently (clfloye. 
3s fabdoed, vvhich is a preat 
ſtep to perfefion ; hence you 
ſce that to fit our ſelves for the 
due diſcharg of Confeſlion ; 
yve arc excited. to the moſt 
generous as of Chriſtian ver- 
tues, as humility , ſelfdenyal, 
and a perfe&t ſurvey of onr 
ovvn miſcry. E | 

Beſides, if you conſider with 
an unbyaſsd underſtanding the 
aying open of your moſt ſe- 


eret defects in this Sacrament, 


you wil fiad no fach horror 
as you imagin ; nay tis a great 
relief in any diſaſter : for when 
oycrpreſsd with any affliction 


(#1) 
(abſtrating from any divine 
precept) what a comfort it is 
to have a freind to whom I 
can ſecurely nnbreaſt my felf, 
and dilate upon my aggrievan- 
ces ?and tho he can afford me 
no remedy , yet'tis an caſe to 
diſeonrs of my misfortunes with 
him : how mach more Conſfo- 
latory isit then, when charged 
with ſin; to fly tothe ſanna- 
ry of this Sacrament , where: 
I find the ſecureſt repolitory 
of my great concern, a friend- 
Ship above al the moſt diſinte- 
reſled; that is,,a perſorr emplo« 
y'd by Heaven , whoſe office 
is to Compaſſionate my cons 
dition, toimprint in me ahor- 
ror of:my crimes., and after 


(32). 
pions inſtruftions for fatare 
prevention, has power to give 
me an act .of oblivion: for al 
thats paſt, ſappoling a ſincere 
repentance , and a firm pur- 
pole never to relaps. 

Hence I wonder not on 
great ſolemnities to behold 
Confeſſionals beſet with Peni- 
tents, allprcfling for andience, 
that their mifdeeds may | be 
raz'd out from the eternal book 
of accounts, and they retarn 
lightſom, enrich'd with a new 
being , more prizable then a ha« 
man , nay Anpelical being, 
preciſely conſidered in the Or- 
der of nature: 1 ſay to behold 
this paſſionate crovvding to 
be disburthea'd of their fins, 


were 


(.33-) 

were enough mechinks to cori- 
vince , that it- can not be the 
effe& of policy, bit maſt needs 
iſſae from a divine power and 
| inſtitntion. l 377 

SatisfaQtion is the finishing 
part of pennance : for the ſin, 
or guilt, is taken away before, 
by vertue of the- other prece- 
dent parts , as alſo the eternal 
punichment duc to fin is ex- 
changed into a temporal fa- 
tisfaQion , which is ſacramen- 
tal , enjoyn'd by the Prieſt, 
beſides what the penitentdoes 
of his own accord by faſting, 
J prayer , alms.,'or any work 
of piety ; it contribures likewiſe 
J to compleat this ſacrifice of 
7 juſtice:ſo Saint Ambroſe: terms 
C 


(/34 ) 


it ; for 'tis juſt. that reparation 
Shonld be made: of Gods ho- 
nour-taken away by ſin, and 
as by, unlawful olealares we 


have treſpaſſcd againſt his holy | 


commands , {o.in our perſons 
tis fit we feel the ſmart of our 
miſdeeds. {}..;;; 

After this Anatomy of Sn 
nance , let ns ſee what adyan- 
rages accrue to, penitent; and 
whether they may nat; juſtly 
be put into the bailance with 
the bitter Inpeddicats whereof 
It Is composd. 

Firſt; we- are tanghr by faith 
that this ſacrament , performed 
vith al due cieramſiances; enri- 
ches. ns with ſanRtifying grace 


| 
which: ſir had deſtroyd-in-ns;; | 


(35) 


fo that of ſhaners we: becom 
juſt. It is true we approach like 


ſlaves laden with chains; bat 
tis to the end they may be fi- 


I led. off : we: approach. as enc- 


mies to God ; bnt with hopes 
to retarn his-friends, reconci- 
led to the erernal - Father; by 
the merits of Chriſt's death and 
Paſſion, whoſe pretions blond 
trickles down upon vs thron the 
Conduit of this reviving Sa« 
crament. Bn: 
| The next effe& of pennance 


Jis , that by :the remiſſion of . 


ſin, thoſe as of vertne which 
in themſelves were good ; bat 
withered and blaſted while de- 


Eprived of grace , do recouer 
Jrbeir yerdure; and ſpring forth' 


C ij 


(36 ) 
into merir whenſoeyer 'a [ſonl 
is reconciled to 'God by this 

ſacrament of pennance. 
- Laſtly, it cnlivens the ex- 
piring-ſoul to that height: that 
she ſeems even to have igain'd 
by her: fatal blow : Cardinal 
Hugo. giving to it in ſom con- 
{ideration a prerogative beyond 
that of innocence: ſo mnch the 
loſt sheep is valoed, that ack- 
nowledging his fault and rho- 
miling amendment is born on 
the shepherds shonlders, as 
if in preference -to the other 
ninety nine. Por there is no- 
thing more knorty'then to break 
the chains of vice, and paſs 
into .the freedom of vertue 21 
becauſe man is hamperd in the | 


is 


(37) 
alluorements of y* flesh,in-y* nets 
of the world ;, and the wiles of 
Satan : ſo that tb extricare: him 
ſelf from theſe. engagements , 


| and paſs from vice to vertue is 


n ſom ſenſe more then never 
to have known what fin is: as 
Saint Ambroſe ſays , the me- 
mory to have fallen from ju- 
ſtice wil render a penitent mo- 
re ambitious to raiſe himſclf 
in the way 'of luſtice and 
Piery. 

How juſtly then may this 
Sacrament be:termd a recrea- 
tion or gifc of a ncw being, 
more prizable then that of our 
Creation which coſt Almighty - 
God only but one word, one. 


7 ſingle Fiat , while this other 


(38): 
was hot porchaſed but at :the 
*rate of his bitter death © and 
paſſion. Wherefore you onghe 
never to approach to this Tri- 
bunal without an humble acks 
nowledgment of: mercy, and 
Immorrcal thanks for the ſaper- 
natural produRtion of grace, the 
greateſt of benefits derived un- 
to us by this Sacrament, 


THE PRAYER. 


God, I adore your "wiſdom, 
which by an admirable con- 
trivance hat fo diſpenſed your li- 
beralities in this ſacrament of pen+ 
nance as to oblige us to (earch into 
the depth , and nature of our wounds 
by ſm , that being conſcious of the. 


(39)' 
danger it might render us the more 
folicitous, to ſeek a remeay , and be- 
com the more grateful for the care: 
T adore no leſs your goodnes in preſ- 
cribing ſuch ingreients, as bring 
exattly prepared Wil not only /« 
us right in our claim to your 
Kingdom , but alſo Enereaſe our 
treaſures there : Grant therefore , I 
beſeech you, that approaching to this 
Holy ſacrament, my love may be 
difintereſſed, the account of my foat- 
lings 'made Without difomiſe, and 
| my return for what 7} ow compleatly 
juſt +: this done, -I claim your ſacred 
promiſe that the pardon I receive 
here , may be ata in. Heaven. 


Amen,” 


(/ 49 ) 
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111. THE BENEFIT 


OF AFFLICTION,. 


Er us conſider the nature 

of a Benefit wvhich con- 
ſiſts either in the preſervation 
from ſom Evil, or in the col. 
lation of ſom good, and this | 
either at preſent, or by certain 
means ta lead us to it : now 
this definition very aptly qua- | 
drates with afflitions; for ad- 
verſity gives check to the moſt 
part of thoſe vices incident to 
mankind : ad is the (ecureſt | 
clae to gaide ns to our final | 
end and ſoveraign good. Whes- | 
reas on the contrary,Proſperity * 


PORT SOS 


"1 SIE nt 2 


(41 ) 
draws us from the praQtiſe of 
yertue , carries us on to plea- 
ſures, and a neglef of oar du- 
ty to God: ſtifling in ns al re- 
membrance we ow to the an- 
thor of our Being.David, whilſt 
under the perſecution of Saul, 
was 2 man according to Gods 
own heare, bur when victorious 
over his Enemies, inthe enjoys 
ment of al caſe and plenty, 
he is ſtaind with the crimes of 
Adultery and homicide. His 
| ſon Salomon, floating in a ſea 
of proſperity, became the moſt 
unfortunate of men: in a word, 
our Bleſled Saviour confirms 
this truth by an open decla- 
ration, that thoſe are happy 
who ſuffer perſecution for ju- 


(14>) 
Rice ſake : adding, that theirs 
is the Kingdom of Heaven, © 


REFLEXION. 


Affition the ' true badge of a 
Chriflian: 


. U Hat we migat not repine: 


\ at onr condition in this. 
mortal life, which is a warfare 
opon earth, beſet with dan- 
gers and hardship ; onr ſweet” 
Redeemer makes uſe of an ar+ 
gament to his diſciples, ( and: 
in them to all mankind ) nn«: 
anſyerable, and which admits 
of no reply , ſaying, 1 have 
prepared a Kingdom for you , 
bat tis Upon the ſame terms 
my father gave it me; I have. 


(43) 

made this purchaſe for you. at 
a dear rate, wherefore you 
maſt be content to go ſom little 
Share ; bat vvithal he hints 
this comfort, that tho the world 
Should rejoyce , and they be 
ſad , yet their ſadnes should 
be converted in to endles joy: 
nay he adds yet a: more chats» 
ming reaſon to keep up ovr 
ſpirits in affliftions ; the world 
(ſays he ) wil perſecute you 
becauſe yon are mine, ſo that 
w hen we. ſuffer for juſtice ſake, 
he owns it his quarrel, and wil 
not fail to render ns victorious 
if with firm footing we ſtand 
the brunt but one moment : 
for indeed the conrs of this 
life is bat a moment , nay not: 
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(44) 
ſo mich in reſpe& of Eter- 
nity. - [5 

With what nnwearicd [a- 
bors , and ſomtimes breaking. 
al the chains of natnre and ju+ 
ſice , nay endoring the torta« 
res of a guilty conſcience, are: 
men carried on to the purchaſe. 
of an carthly Crown , whilſt 
with patience a quict ſubmiſſion: 
to Divine Providence, which. 
preſides in haman affairs ,. to 
gether with the harmony of 
an innocent interior, we may 
ſecure to onr ſelves a Crown. 
Eternal, and which $shal never 
be ravish'd from os. Tis juſt 
then that thole who ſtaad 
Candidates for Eternity, should 
not bogple at the conditions 


(45) 
propoſed by the Son of God 
for its acquiſition : he was not 
Croyvnd with glory til theJtws 
had firſt placed a Diadem 'of 
thorns upon his head : he a+ 
ted not the ſweets of conſola- 
tion, before he had taſted gall- 
and vinegar: and Why al this ? 
Saint Peter tells ps, that 'we 
might trace his ſteps : bclice 
ving that nothing'could have 
a greater influence to imitation 
then the proſpe& of his own 
ations. Saint Panl aſſures ns 
that whom God has prede- 
ſtinated , thoſe he moulds to 
the reſemblance of his only 
fon, cloaths them in the ſame 
livery , marks them with 'the 
ſame ſtamp , and gives them 
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(46) 
the impreſſion of ſufferings 
with his own cal : wherefore 
I wonder not if the Jaſt be 


Ryled by Saint Peter- the ſtones 


of life, deſignd for the ſtruQure 
of the Caleſtial Hicruſalem, 
ſince they are daily pared with 
the chizel of adverſity , the 
berter to ſquare: them for a 
place in that: noble- edifice. 
Chriſt one Lord as man , 
both by word in the Parcr 
Noſter, and by example on the 
Croſs, manifeſted his perfect 
ſabmiſſjion to the wil of his 
eternal Father , who had de- 
creed he shonld not enter in 
to his glory but by the way 
of ſuffering : why $hould nor 
we likewife acknowledg: an ab- 


(47) 
ſolute 'dependance on his fas 
_ cred. diſpenſations as 'to onr 
concerns in this life ? let him 
ſmile or frown apon us ve 
are ſure: tis for our good. Our 
obedience: ought to imitate the 
nature. of faith ; which teaches 
its ſublime myfterics are not to 
be dived in to by the sharpnes 
of - onr, Wit, bat-with a kind 
of ſimple. wisdor-; Embraced, 
Believed-,. and Adored. So in 
adyerſity, our mind, as relating . 
to Divine providence, onght to 
be - blinded , and: no reaſon 
diſcaſs& why God docs wil , or 
permit os to ſuffer, Abraham 
when he -received 'that ſevere 
command to ſacrifice his-ſon , 
Rtifed - al human ,; nay Divino & 


(48): 

reaſon which -mightany ways 
put a ſtop to his obedience, 
and ſtrogling againſt the-lighe 
of reaſon , and tendernes of a 
fathcr he proceeds tothe Exe- 
crtion of Gods Orders; Where- 
fore we ought 'to look! npori 
ic as a teſtimony of 'our faith 
when wiſcly we underſtand 
not the myficrious proceedings 
of providence in our: particular 
concerds: leaving our! inordi- 
nate Wil to be regulated by the 
unerring direftionof the Divine 
wil.. . The chic felicity of 
the. Bleſſed cooliſts in this , 
that'the wil of God js becom 
their vvil;:could vve attain to 
this' conformity , vye should 
be above malice, or misfortn- 

nes: 


{ 49) 
fies 2 and as the Philoſophers 
ſtone turns al it torches into 
Gold, ſo should our patience 
convert al pain into pleaſure 
and al angnish into delights. 

How juſtly then may afflic- 
tions be termd the bencfits of 
God linceby them ive are made 
the lively images of his ſon , 
and by that ſimilitade vve hold 
oar. title and claim to his rich 
inheritance : vvhy then should 
vve not ſet a yalue on ficknes, 
loſs of our goods, or any other 
unexpected misfortune, vyhen 
patience and reſignation vyvil 
infallibly open us a paſſage 
into heaven ? 

Afcer this Divine Artiſt had 
labour'd to Shapensto his oyvn 

D 
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likenes by ſaFerings; the next 
topick he lays hold on to keep 
ns-in this-form and mould; 
1s in repreſenting to ns the ele 
duration vvhich attends our 
afflitions here : the holy ſcrip- 
ture delineates to ns the bre- 
vity of this life ander ſeveral 
Emblems, as of a floyver, a 
Shadovv, a blaſt of vvind, and 
the like; al ro ſer forth hovy 


ſoon it ſlides avvay :ſomtimes. 
iovolving the shortnes vvith 


its miſery , tis compared to a 
vvoman in labor, vyhoſe pangs 
are very ſmart, bat not laſting: 

and the pain is mitigated by ex- 
pecation of a ſon : by which 
3s infinuated that the hopes of 
Beatitnde ought to. ſweeter 
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al the bitternes of advetfity, 

That great Apoſtle Sainc 
Paul, vvho received Il1is com- 
miſſion from heaven to inſtru 
che Gentils, tels them in the 
frſt place that the time of this 
life is short ; he adds , thar if 
they be ander preſſures, they 
may vveep , but fo as if they 
did not vveep; that if they had 
a day of ſunshine they mighe 
rejoyce, bur ſo as if they only 
made yvrinkles in their face : 
that they might make uſe of 
vvhat goods they found here, 
bar in ſuch a manner as if they 
vvere yvholly indiffereat; and 


he gives the reaſon , becauſe 


there is nothing here vve ca call 
ours : liace vve are not fecure 
D1j 
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of the poſſeſſion for on ſole 
moment: conſequently vye arc 
nor {ayd properly to poſles 
it : vvherefore tis only like a 
fine Parade , only to be ſeen 
in paſliog , being always in 
morion. | E 

Saint Gregory makes a large 
Panegyric of atflictions, firlt 
in that it compels ns tofly vnto 
God, for when our Saviour 
had forerold his Diſciples the 
ſcandals of his -Paſſion.,, and 
how the world would allot 
the ſame meaſure to them, he 
tels them why rheſe $harp 
decrees are made; becaule (ſays 
he) yon shonld fly ro me for 
Gauary , and' only within 
my arms ſcek conſolation and 
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ſecurity. Again affliftions draw 
God to uns, for he declares by 
the Royal Prophet he cannot 
leave the afflicted alone ; where- 
fore you muſt not think in 
tribulation , that God is not 
with you , nor that you arc 
abandoned , if he free you not 
when you would : for he ha- 
mors not your wil , but does 
that which is molt expedicnt 
for your good. 

In fine, Saint Gregory ſays 
the juſt are like to fre wrapt 
up in atlint , nor a ſpark ap- 
pears unles forced our by vio- 
lence : ſo the vertue of ' good 
perſons are undiſcovered til 
aflictions make them break 
forth ; tis rhen their patience, 


E235 
their ſabmiſſion to Gods de- 


crees, their little concern to 
be ſtripr of worldly treaſures, 
draw upon them the eyes and 
admiration of men : tis then 
they wiſely conſider the inſta- 
bility of worldly greatnes , the 
Jittle ſatisfaQtion in ſenſual plea- 
ſures and how fleeting is the 
time allowed them for the en- 
joyment- O how happy then 
arc they who fix their Herts 
on that Eternal recompence 
which is to be the guerdon of 
al their Jabors and ſufFerings, 
and how bleſled are afflitions, 
which play the loadſtone in 
drawing them to their final end 
and loveraign good, 
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THE PRAYER. 


God Whoſe judgments art an 
Abyſs, not to be fathamd by 
our Weak apprehenſions , and whoſe 
proceedings are not by our poor rea- 
ſor to be ſearched into; I pirfefily 
ſubmit to your Decrees of ſuffering 
in this life , by wertue of Which our 
chains do purchas liberty , and the 
harsh flroaks of perſecution becom 
Careſſes of love , preparing us for an 
eternal reward : O lit me Le reckon d 
in the number of your chilaren; may 
Jour breaft be ſo embittered as to 
wean me from the [weet milk of 1he 
Worlds delights , that being nouritht 
for the future with the ſolid food of 
patience, reſignation, and ather Chri- 


oy) 
Fian Vertuts , I may be thoug't 
worthy to appear in your preſence , 
and partake of thoſe ineffable joys 
reſerved for ſuch as ſufſer here for 


your name. Amen, 


THE FEAQOEM, OF SIN. 


Y God, after the medi- 
| ration of your mercyes 
and benefits, Who could ima» 
gine (had not dear experience 
convinced ns ) there could be 
lach a monſter as fin : good 
turns penetrate the higheſt 
mountains, overcom Tygers, 
yet they work nothing with 
ungrarcfal man : give me leave 
ro deſcant upon this wonder, 
that finding out the accurled 
cauſe which gives birth to fia 


(57) 
it may be ſtifled, and no more 
deſtroy infortanate ſouls. 
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IV. THAT SIN IS 


OPPOSIT TO REASON, 


Hat a horrour to cons 

ſider how monſtrous 
a thing fin is , that doth eva- 
cuate al the deſigns of God 
in mans creation! for what con- 
trivance has not our dear 
Creator ſet on foot to preſerve 
us in innocence : firſt 1mprin- 
ting ia our natares an innate 
inclination to felicity ; then 
ſtrengthning this tendency with 
oracious promiſes of a Beati- 
cude which comprizes al good 
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imaginable : and "leſt the. 
Charms of happines might 
not prove ſufficiently efficacions 
ro keep us in our duty , he 
was pleaſed to add the terronrs 
of the greateſt deſolation that 
can enter inro our thonghts : 
bur alas man is ſo unfortunate, 
as neither the love of happi- 
nes, nor the fear of milery , 


can give a ſtop to bridle his 
inordinate appetite unto Evil, 


REFLEXION, 


Sin is a fort of madnts. 
\ Lmighty God deſigning 


ro make himſelf our fi- 
nal end, Was pleaſed to preſ- 
cribc a rule which we are to 
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obſerve that we may arrive at 
this our ultimate Term : this 
rule is , to decline What « oppoſit 
to reaſon , and by Him prohi- 
bited, and perform What is conformas- 
ble to rtaſon, and by him enjoynd, 
Here we behold the goodnes 
of God, that having ſabje&ed 
al the Creatures of this infe- 
rior world nnto man ; him 
alone, as a noble Creature en- 
dued with knowledg and none 
derſtanding , he wonld honor 
with his commands : and ſuch 
as the prevarication of them 
ſeems a myſtery hard to be gn- 
ridled. For in the firſt place 
he forbids nothing but what 
.our reaſon goes along with, 
and judges not fit to be don : 
nor does he command any- 
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thing bat what our own reaſon 
approves, as fit to be put in 
execution, Hence a ftaner ar 
the latter day with great con- 
fuſion wil fad his own reaſon 
ro rile up , accuſe, and play 
the chief witnes againſt him. 
wherefore I wonder not if 
Saint Baſil ſtile fla a branch 
of madnes , for is it poſſible 
thar one in his right wits shoald 
waye the conrtship of a God 
omnipotent , who hath fill'd 
him with bleſſings here, and re- 
ſerves more for him in Heaven; 
to dote with an inordinate af« 
fetion upon a creature that is 
a fink of corruption , and has 
nothing to make him great or 
bappy : to quitt the aurhor of 


(61 ) 

reaſon and laſting joys for a 
moments pleaſure. Nay , the 
ſame Saint affirms that by fin 
we loſe our firſt anderſtan- 
ding Which is rational, as if to 
it ſucceeded another which fa- 
vours of a Bratish nature , fo 
he ſeems to infer that the ſoul 
by inordinare acts becomes as 
it were earthly and fals from 
the dipnity of its creation. 

The firſt effeR of 1in's fren- 
Zy we behold in Lucifer and 
his adherents ; for they knew 
before their rebellions at, and 
believed God to be omnipo- 
tent, and that any attempt a- 
gainſt him would end in their 
facal ruin: yer when once they 
bad given conſcat to What 
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Pride, and ambition prompted, 
like furious beaſts devoyd of 
reaſon they ſtrack at his Thro- 
ne and Scepter : for which 
rhey were banished Heaven , 
doomd to Eternal flames, and 
above al, their greateſt punish- 
ment 1s, not to be able to ſtifle 
their reproaching reaſon , nor 
forget the loſs of theirſoveraign 
good they have incarrd, Thos 
we ſee that fin often pushes 
ns on to attempt not only ir- 
rational , but even impoſlible 
things. 

The next ſad example we 
fcel in the diſobedience of our 
firſt Parent Adam, who veſted 
with Original jaltice , endued 
with knowledg cycn to perfe- 
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ion, had his choice of al the 
delights that were in nature ; 
yet his dependence on God 
ſtuck in his ftomack, he would 
be his own maſter , and like 
nnto God: this tickled his fan- 
cy , and carried away with a 
paſſion of Pride ,drew npon 
himſelf and poſterity al the 
miſeries now incident to man- 
kind. : 
Thus we fee the irregular 
motions of ſin; firſt infringing 
the laws of God, next the 
law of onr reafon and ſo de- 
Rtroys al that is man in ns : 
for our underſtanding clouded 
with the darknes of (in, like 
one intoxicated with wine , 
knows he has a habitation, 
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bunt cannot make one . right 
ſtep to it : ſo a ſinner has a 
confusd notion of his ſoveraign 
good , bat overwheimd with 
paſſion, which is then his gaide, 


he fals into a Labyrinth of 


vitioas afts, which grown into 


a habit bring him at laſt ro 


his inevitable ruin. 


To conclude, this diſtemper | 


by fin is more eaſily prevented 


then cured, becauſe when once, 


it has taken hold, al the power 


of natore cannot reſtore.us to _. 


our former . condition. .. Now 
this foveraign Antidoteis Faith 
actuated and ronz'd up-: for 
we believe a mortal fin depri- 
ves. us of grace which is the, 
oreatelt of misfortunes . ”_ 

jke- 
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likewiſe believe that by Gods 
alliſting grace we may becom 
victorious in avy temptation ; 
why then arc we not? tis be- 
cauſe oor faith lyes a ſleep, and 
1s as it were deall in ns : for 
did we conſider what faith tea- 
ches concerning fin, we could 
not aft fo contrary to our own 
realon and eternal intereſt. 
Hence the Propher leremy fore 
told that the earth wonld 
be filled with defolation becauſe 
there is none who look bes 
fore them , nor weigh the con- 
ſequence of their actions, Thus 
an unfortunate ſinner, declining 
the nſec and ditamens of faith, 
may jultly be ſtyld a Chriſtian 
only in ſpeculation, but in pra- 
E 
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ice a meer infidel , nay worſe, 
for one has the gift and light 
of faith, whileſt the other alas 
oropes only in the dusky light 
of nature. 

Nay would men make uſe 
of their reaſon the very com- 
lines of vertne, and its intereſt 
would be ſafficient to deter 
them fcom vitions a&tions: for:| 
the greateſt part of mankind is 
inflaenced and artrafted by 
what is cither delightful, glo- 
ious, or beneficial; and in al 

theſe three vertue has the. pre- 
eminence, If the humor of 
Ambition ſway in, you , what 
honor ſo great as to: be good ? 
it draws veneration: even from 
enemies , that albeit they pro- 
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[ecnte:their rage as. to-the cx- 
tcrior;,, yet-they. fl. retain. 4 
value! of the perlon-/in whom 
vertue-5hines.-:. Princes recelyc 
not the duty of Qbedience;, nor 
Nobles the; Ceremonies of rc{- 
pet, bur upon. ſuppoſition.: of 
vertue, that reſides , or ought 


'to reſide in them. . Are. you 


bewitched with. the ſpel. / 
Avarice ? what treaſure to. be 
compared to thole riches pre- 
pared in heaven for the reward 
of vertnes? Riches,.not liable 
ro ruſt , nor to the fear of the 
hand of rapine. Beſides , the 
competency they enjoy contri- 
bates by a moderate uſc to their 
health; diſturbs nor their ſleep, 
and what is unneceflary is em- 
E jj 
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pls & for the telicf-of-the' dif: 


rreſled, who are to be witneſles 
for their claim to eternal- feli- 
city, Arc yoninfeRed with the 
poiſon of yoldprnonſncs? ver- 
e216 aFords fatisfation of the 
mind; which'being more :pore 
and Tolid* then 'thoſe of the 
is does conſequently much 
ueftrip "them 3n worth and 


out 
excellence. O'what infatuation 
then to break the laws of God, 
our reaſon , and thoſe of men, 
( for al homan' laws  ordain 
punishment for fin ) -and by 
thele exorbirancies forfeit the 
honor of vettne unſtaind, nn 
fading riches, and pore delights, 

which are not heel'd 'with re- 

pentancc , infamy , nor a cha- 


\ 
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ſtiſment wichout end, which 
are the uſual conſequences of 


IE EY 
TH E PRAYER. 


God who art an cite 
reel , by Whoſe  direding 
brams we ouzht to fluer our. aftions, 
amidſt the inconflant waves of this 
floating world : enlighten my: uns 
derſtanding with the ſpendor of 
yonr holy ſpirit , that by its infinence 
diſperſing the clend; of fin , my r:a- 
fon joynd with your grace, may 
preſerve me Withis the limits of 
your holy commands, and prepare we 
for that crown of jufTice you have 
promifed to choſe who prove faithfal 
here in your ſervice. Amen, | 
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A SETMNER.I15S 
INJURIOUS TO GOD. 
Here is nothing more ra- 
: tional then toacknowledg 
that Gods ſoupream. greatnes 
exacts. a reverence and. reſpect 
from al creatares , that his in- 
finit: goodaes.. merits. al love 
and fdelity 2: that his judicial 
power as being Judg of .the 
living and.the dead , onght to 
beger. a fear and trembling .in 
us : yet what a horrour to.con- 
ſ1der that a finner denies him 
al tbeſe jaſt rights : ſetting his 
laws and commands at navght, 


and by a ſtrange impudence 
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daring to wrelt his ſcepter from 
him; for God cannot be God 
unleſs he has an abſolute 
command over al creatures; and 
this prerogative a {jancr to his 
urmoſt refuſes. 


KFEFLENTOM 
Sin is a perfef# Rebellion. 


Here is no crime in a 
Kingdom or Common 
wealth ſo pernicious as thar 
of rebellion; tis like 4 plague ; 
for from one or two fi preamly 
factions ſpirits a whole king- 
dom is ſet in a flame : juſt fo 
a ſinner diſperſes his venom 
thron the Whole frame of 
man, who is within himiclf 
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a little world : employing the 
noble endowmeats of his mind, 
ro wit, his onderſtanding, wil, 
and memory, which arc the 
orcat perfections of his immors- 
ral ſoul, to that degree as to 
mantain a war againſt his ſove- 
Taign. | 

Firſt, whereas the anderſtan- 
ding-ought to repreſent unto 
the wil the happines of our 
fhoal end, and the lovely shape 
of yertne,as the delightful means 
to attain unto it; on the con- 
trary al blinded and overcaſt 
with the exhalations of fin, ſets 
before the wil meer illofions 
and counterfeir obje&s, which 
bear the face of (om little good, 
bur intrinſically are pernicious, 
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leaving in cohcluſion nothing 
behind bur a bitter and diſtaſt- 
fal remembrance. 
Again, whereas the wil has 
for its objc& what is good, 
nay cannot covet evil nnder 
the notion of evil, yet allared, 
and paind by the inſvlting ap= 
petite , embraces a creature in 
'defiance of its Creator , loves 
w hat it shonld hate, and ha- 
tcs what it shonld love, shakes 
off al depedance on 60d fto ſerve 
whom is to raign) and exchan- 
ges this ſweet ſervitnde to be- 
coma ſlave to pafſions, which 
{nbjet man to Avarice , Am- 
bition , Lubricity, and to al che 
inſtraments thar matice can 
frame, to the dishonor of his 
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Divine Lord and maſter : for 
having once induced him to 
actions below his reaſon , after 
this engagement no Tyrany 
like to this uſurper: for he filles 
the memory with Ideas of ſcn- 
{ual pleaſures , wherein he is 
ſo mired , as nothing appears 
in him (beſides his shape) that 
3s not Brutish : in fine, he ems. 
ploys al his ſenſes to be mel- 
ſcngers of his wicked deſigns, 
ſo that the cntire compoſure 
of a (inner, is an acurate piece 
of a Rebel, neither awed by ma- 
jeſty, terrifyed by power, nor 
ſubmiſſive to authority. 

Nay a finner ſtops not in 
his owa perſon , nor by his 
own faculties ro contemn his 
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Creator, but makes uſe of the 
creatures of this inferior world, 
given him for his ſervice and 
moderate aſe, al theſe he per- 
verts by” his inordinate appe- 
tite, to the injury of him that 
gave them, and-al this only, 
to hamonr a Paſſion of yanity, 
Pride, Love, revenge, or ſom 
ſoch nalawful motion, In rc- 
turn theſe creatures as ſenſible 
of the il ' uſe made of them, 
wil at the latter day vindicate 
the honour of their Creator, 
and che abaſe of their being, 
ated by an ungratefal lioner; 
every ove in its Kind diſchar- 
ging their fury againſt him, - - 
- Laſtly, the fonlnes. of- ſta 
appears in that the fon. of God 
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employed himſelf rodeſtroy itz 
it was for that end he became 
man, ſpun oat a laborious life 
of thirty three years to raze 
it. out from the face of the 
earth : and to reduce man a 
ſtrayed sheep into the path 
that leads to his final end, and 
ſovercign good; lo that when 
I fin, it may. be traly ſaid, 1 
_ conternn and trample nnder 
foot, the pretious blogd, life, 
and death of the ſon; of God; 
and fraſtrate, as far as lyes in 
me , the effects of. his holy 
pallion. I confes ar al times 
ſin appcars in afrighetul shape, 
| but above al afcer Chrifts paſl- 
ſion , whar can be equal'd ro 
the contempe of his perſon ; of 


"y 
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al his ſufferings, and to opr in» 
ingratitude for ſo incffable.'a 
tyc and obligation : in this 
particular refletion of the time, 
a ' ſinner. exceeds the mas 
lice of Lncifer, for thar ſtruck 
only at -Gods honour as he isa 
Creator, whereas now we 
offend God both as he iis a 
Creator, and likewiſe as he is a 
Redeemer; again , Lucifer 
commirted bar one ſin of Pride, 
while we daily plange onr ſel- 
ves even jin Enormonus crimes. 

Nay faint Bernard wishes 
a' ſinner wonld contract his 
malice within the limits of 
theſe inferior Creatures , bur 
he becomes ſo andacions as 
to attack God in his divine Ac- 
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tribates , 'wiching he [would 
take no. cognizance', At. leaſt 
ſeem ignorant.of his tres paſles, 
by. which: he. would: deprive 
_ of his wiſdom tor that 
he woyld':not . punislr them , 
and-{o ravish- his Juſtice. from 
him : laſtly he wishes he could 
not chaſte them, and ſo would 
render him-not Omnipotent. 

Beſides, the contraricty of 
God. to {in gives a great cluci- 
dation to its horror: for God is 
aſopream Bciog, fin a nothing, 
God a ſource of al beauty , fin 
a ſink of deformity, : God is 
iofinicly luſt, cio is injuſtice in 
the. higheſt degree. 'O how 
dreadful a thiog/is ſin, which 
carries a long with i it {(0.,many 
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dismal reproaches ? But yet 
much more dreadful. when ir 
shal be brought to execution 
by Divine juſtice : for ro be 
ftrack with a million of than= 
derbolts wonl[d appear bat like 
a honydew if compared tothe 
rerrour of -our angry God ,- 
when not- reſtraind | by his: 
mercy. Letns then-shelter our' 
felves from this defolation by 
the -memory of our laſt end 
let that Memorandum be awake: 
171 us-and then we $hal in- 
fallibly pay our God the jaſt 
tribute of obedience- to his 
holy laws , and conſecrate al 
our endeayours to-the promo»' 
tion of his honor and Glory. - 
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THE PRAYER. 


God Omnipotent , when 1 
() conſider your ſublimity, and 


my own abjettion , | confes the ou»' 


rrapes of ſms apptar ſo abominabls 
that Tvere mot your mercy infinit, 
it would bt ( methinks) preſunp- 
tion everi to aſk pardon, What 4 
horrour to conſ1der ' the: conſequence 
of fin, for could the effeft of what 
it aims at ſucceed , it would deſtroy 
your Divine life , and in ſequel bs 
the arfruftion of Angels, Mem , 
Heaven , E arth, and al created 
Beings, who /ubſit not but by the 
conſerving hand of you their Crea- 
tor : Tithout Whoſe influence they 
Would in a moment reſolve in to 
their 
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their former nothing, Wherefore in 
the firſ place T abjure al ſin, even 
to its leaft exhalation ; next I pro- 
miſe never to let this unmerciful. 
monſter take birth {rom my unfor- 
tunate Wil ; and in order to\ this, 

T beg that my unhappy foul may. 
be cleanid in the pretions bloud of 
the al-immaculate lamb ;- and by 
that lotion receiving 4 dye of \into- 
cence, every its motion for the fu- 
ture may contribute to your honour, © 
ſo that inceſſantly glorifying, you 
pon earth, L .may lay claim to 
your promiſes to be glorifyed by you + 


in Heaven, Am, 


Ce er OT 
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C-203 C-IC-UC-I0-D057 SRC? &I&?Y 
SIN IS INJURIOQOUS: 


To MAN .HIMSELF. 


T An is framed. to rhe 
likenes, born to the fer- 
vice , called to the knowledg 
and enjoyment of a Diviniry. 
To fit him for that great de- 
fipnment God is leaſed "Itx 
Baptiſm to adorn his foal ith 
grace , a ſapernatural * quality 


which elevates him above him | 


ſelf; and while we 'enfoy* this 
pretions gift” the ſon of Got 
owns us for his brethren , and 
the fraits of his conqueſt : The 
Holy Ghoſt diſdains not to 


make us his temple : nor the 


= Y Aa. Ro" __ ſh Ra” 


' (83) 

Angels their companions : nay 
more, al created things here 
beneath acknowledg man's ſa- 
periority , ſo that conld this 
treaſare be layd open and here 
ſecured to him, he would ap- 
pear like an earthly God. 


REFLEXION. 


By fin we forftit prace , a trtd-. 
fre intflimable,” 


"TT Here is nothing ought 
| Mmore/to amiaze us then 
to..conſider ont partialicy in 
reference to'the ſoul arid body: 
with what folicirnde we attend 
to the one , and how nncon- 
ccrnd if the ſtate of the other: 
when the bady is indifpos'd 
F 5j 


(94) 

what care to cal for a Phyſt- 
cian , what obedience to his 
preſcriptions : but vyhen the 
ſoul is vvounded with fin, how 
ſlovy in ſeeking a remedy, and 
hoyv heedles in avoiding the 
dangers of a relaps, tho neyer 
ſo home inculcated to ns? When 
the body is in health tis nou- 
right vvith aldclicacies of meat 
and drink; covered vvith pre- 
tions garments, and delighted 
vvith: al ſports and paltimes 
of vanity : vvhile-the ſoul, if 
ſo happy as to be in the-ftare 
of prace ,. for the moſt part is 
fed vvith: a cold, tepid devo- 
tion, thatonly keeps her from 
ſtarving: nay frequently (taind 
vvith venial fins, yyhich take 


(85) 
6F much of the ſouls luſtre by 
grace, Novy let us ſeparate, 
and 'confider them apart. 

As to the body, we know 
tis an carthly piece, a lamp 
| of corruption; ſorted into fe- 
veral imperfections , inſfomuch 
that a main part of onr con- 
trivance. in this life is raken up 
in diſgaiſing avd concealing 
irs defets, that We may be 
ſociable, and eatertain our (cl- 
ves in converſation without a 
blush : whence I wonder not 
at the ſaying of a holy perſon; 
that Lucifer by the excellence, 
of his nature was drawn into 
Pride and thence to his raine, 
and to prevent this fatality , 
Almighty God gave man a boe+ 

F 13] 


(3s) 

dy, ſo to hamble him , that 
while he beheld this obje& of 
miſery , it might ſtifle in 'him 
Ambition or any other motion 
of ſelflove or high conceit: 
but alas God's deſign in this 
proves ineffectual ; for the body 
1s moſt cheright, and by a 
ſtrange ſottichnes shaped inta 
a meer Idol of vanity. 

As to the ſonl , ſaint Ber- 
nard gives to a holy ſonl the 
title of heaven; her underſtan= 
ding (ſays he) is the ſan : her 
parity and contempt of carth- 
ly things, the moon : her ver- 
rncs, the ſtars: and her charity 
the Angel Motor thar inſpircs 
activity into her ations, Saint | 


Bridgit, who by Gods diſpen- 


ane Aa. , a 4d A 


(37) 

ſation was admitted unto a ful 
view of a ſonl coriche with 
grace, aflurcs ns, that tis not 
pollible for a mera eye at 
once to behald her, and cnjoy 
life, withone a particular ſup- 
port from heaven : her heaury 
would be (o ravishing as even 
to overwhelm a heart vith 
joy : faint Auſtin ſtyles grace 
the ſplendor of a ſoul , beget- 
ting holy love, and conſequen- 
tly a fear to ſtray from the 
path of vertue : by the aſli- 
ſtance of her rays we arrive to 
the knowledg of God , our fc- 
licity, and the worlds vanity : 

by the light of this. Divine 
| habit, we diſcover the pleaſures 
of the voluptuous, the wealth 


(38) 
of the avaricions, and the daz- 
ling glory of the ambitious to 
be like to a cloud of ſmoak 
diſperſed into Air , and to 
contain nothing of ſolid fatis- 
faction in them. Ir is grace 
that diſplays before us the 
horror of a mortal fin , and 
the danger of yenial treſpaſles: 
It is grace Which leads ns as it 
were by the hand into the 
pleaſing obſervance of God's 
holy commands : In fine, grace 
15 a participation of the divine 
vature, and the day-break of 
that happines the accomplih» 
ment of which we expe& in 
heaven : now whar a horror to 
forfeit al theſe glorions advan- 
tapes for a moments pleaſures: 


{3) 

by one mortal fin we arc ren« 
dred the vileſt of Creatures , 
declared enemics to God, en- 
flau'd to ſathan, odions in the 
ſight of the Angels, and doom'd 
to ſuffer endles rorments in hel. 
Wherefore it is more to be 
lamented then al the diſgraces 
and hardships which can be- 
fal os in this world. 

Our ſweet Redcemer was 
pleaſed ro honor us with the 
title of friend, making us the 
repoſitory (by a friendly com- 
munication ) of what he had 
received from his cternal father: 
now fin makes a breach in al 
the rules of friendshjp; itſtains 
os with perfidjiouſnes towards 
a God who loved us when 
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(: 90) 
w2.were nothing, and gave us a 
a Being : to a friend, whoa 
continned this his love, when 
we were worſe then nothing, that 
is, a ſinner; daigning to afford 
his exciting grace to help us 
ont of that gulf of perdition: 
laſtly, by a mortal fin we play 
the ungratefal to a benefaQor 
who continualy showers down 
his bleſſings upon vs , that 


.Should he withdraw his (aſtai- 


ning hand but one moment we 
mult immediately diſſolne into 
that nothing from whence we 
came. 

To conclude, God has a 
mortal life which reſides in oar 
foal by grace, for the juſt arc 
laid to be the temple of God: 


(91) 

in whom he lives, and delights 
himſelf :' now a {inner dethros» 
nes him from thatſweet reign, 
placing the enemy of mankind 
in his room, and by a ſtrange 
inſolence reſets the grace he 
had received in the Sacraments, 
by which he became the ſer- 
vant and Child of. heaven, 
and enſlaves himſelf co the ty 
rany of an unpittying maſter 
who wil torment him for E- 
ternity. 


THE PRAYER 


Ow cruel O God is man unto © 
himſelf, as to dislodg you 
bis ſoveraign , who atlights to be 
With the /ors of men ; and banay 


( 92.) 
with mutinonus pofans 'in ſcorn of 
Jour authority , and in contempt of 
Jour hig beſt favours : O what in- 
HJatnuation ? To believe and ackno'wy- 
ledg the Flendor , and beauty of 
yorr fair image within bim , and 
yet proſtitute this treaſure to the 
deformity of fin , to ſet up an Idol 
of vanity, where once you did ſweetly 
reion in Tullice and innocence : but 
While I thus reproach my ſelf, I 
behold the wonder of your exciting 
grace , that giving me 4a ful view 
of my paſt follies, at the ſame time 
it gives nie an earneſt of your mer- 
cy; and is as it were the firſt ſtep 
to my converſion. For from this 
refleftion I abhor my diſloyalty; 
1 confes I have been treacherous 
to you and myſelf; and muſt give 


(93). 
my felf lofi for ever, . unhſs my 
ttars, groatts, and a heart woun- 
ded with ſorrow and repentance 
may diſpofe me for the laſt ſtroak 
of Jour Mercy., and obtarn your 
gracious pardon , which' 1 inſtantly 
br of you the God of mercy,; Ames, . 


THE PROEM. 
TN Eath is theeffe& of fin; 

death likewiſe is the def 
truction of it:: the power of God 
appears in. mans Creation , his 
wiſdom inqnr re-creation : for 
Chriſt our Redcemer by the, 
privation of his life reſtored ns, 
unto life ; exchanging our tem-. 
poral. into. a life eternal :. let: 
us admire. his love in the my- 


{1 
ftery of the incarnation”, his 
juſtice in his paſſion, and Þoun: 
fy in. his laſt wil and teſtamenc 
In the inſtication of the ſacred 
Euchariſt ;, and ifter we have 
etitertaind our ſclyes with the 
Wonders of his goodnes fet 
us ſpend. onr ſclycs in the praiſe 
of his mercy. 

Ch NIC $007 eh-10-20-2>I00 
"ON THE MYSTER Y: 
TH OF THE. INCARNA TION, - x 


A Ve ridfortanare firſt, Pa- 
rene after his diſobc- 
dience. was not only exild from 
paradiſe, that delicious, feat, 
and a ftbp pat co his celeſtial 
mheritance, bur. alſo he inyol: 
ved the'niafs of mankind ' itt 


» 
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(95) 
the pumshment. : fo that his 
whole poſterity groand ander 
the peialty of didhed imorgages 
belides. his treſpas cauſed (9 
moch weaknes in mans nature, 
fach a cond in his underſtan- 
ding , fo much irreſolation in 
his wil, fo much diforder in his 
paſſions , inſomuch that Saint 
Gregory notes our. nature'to 
be ſo changed is if we were 
unman'd 'and becom quite a- 
riother. thing : whetefore we are. 
here to conlider, that torcſtors 
ts fo otit birthright, to'relieye 
vs in this fad plight and de-. 
ſolation, our ſweet redeemer. 
took flesh, and became man, 
in which a&tion.appears the te- 
ſtimony of a moſt rare and 
| incomparable love. WR os 


(965) 
© REFLEXION. 
| Goats love to man, 


F we meaſure a gift by the 

dignity of the giver, none. 
can be greater then the. inſtru- 
ment of our Redemption ; for 
tis. a God that is our benefac- 
cor. If by the worth of the. 


oifc in it (elf, tis ſupreamly 


St -_ 
- 


valuable, for. tis a God-thart is 
given: laſtly , if by the good wil. 
of the Donar , it admits no- 


diſpate , for .tis a father that 


delivers up. his ſon-, nay his 
only ſon, and whom he infi- 
nitly loves, to be our ranſom, 
and” to redeem us from the. 
ſeryitade wherein the diſobe-: 


_ dience 


(97) 
dience'of onr firſt Parent had: 
engaped us. This liberality of 
God ſeems as it were to blane 
the pen of the winged Evange- 
liſt , ſaying; God ſoloved the World 
as be gaYennts # his only ſon. He 
exprefies with a wonder (/o) 
as if he were at a ſtand, and 
for the reſt left every one to 
admire what he could not ex- 
pres : and indeed it may wel 
caſt us into amazement, to be- 
hold a God infinit , Eternal, 
Independent, a'ſoveraigh good 
beatifying the bleſſed ſpirits ia 
heaven, to dote npon' miſera- 
ble, ungrarefal,and guilty man. 
That God $shovld cherish. the 
Angels who arc immortal ſpi- 
rits:;:0bcdient' in al things to 
G 


(98 ) 
his laws and wil, who. are 
in the enjoyment of their bea- 
tirade, yet infinitly below his 
greatnes , I ſay to careſs them 
iS no great ſubject of wonder, 
but to have a kind regard, nay 
a ſeeming paſſion of love to 
man enſlaved to vice, unjuſt, 
perfidions, and conſcious of no 
Good, O! it ſurpaſſes al ima- 


ination ; but our great and. 


good Goddeſigning vve should 
return to our perſecntors good 
for evil, was pleaſed to diſpoſe 
us for this ſevere 'command b 

the exhibition of his holy ſon 
asapledg of Redemption;asalſo 
ro take away the opprobry of 
his Creatures, "For certainly a 
fianer is the vileſt of Creatures, 
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( 99) 
he 1s a nothing , that is as to 
God and his ſalvation. 

It is reported that S, Gre- 
gory never beheld the pour- 
rraiture of Abraham with - his 
arm lifr op to ſacrifice Iſaac 
bat it drew tears from his Eyes; 
and for us to behold the erter- 
nal father giving ap his dear 
and only ſon into the-merciles 
hands of the Jews , and not 
be ſenſible of- it, is a prodigy 
beyond al the miracles Chriit 
wrovghrin his life and-paſſion, 
Look from the: begioning'of 
the world. and yon wil find a 
ſtrange ſeries of ingratitade in 
man : firſt Adam in a condi- 
r on of -compleat happines di- 
ſobedient : Cain a homicide, 

G jj 


(100 ) 
the reſt of his deſcendents for 
the moſt part Idolaters : the 
Jews, nurſcd up as it were nn- 
der his wings , {til rebellious 
and murmuring , yet ſtil with 
an admirable patience ſuppor- 
ted , nay protected even by 
mbgchis 2 : however his good- 
nes.was not reſtraind, bur iſ- 
ſued forth his only ſon to be 
a. Sacrifice for, mans redemp- 
tion. Q} how is it poſſible to 
ſum vp al theſe obligations , 
and al theſe teftimonies'of his 
love: and mercy, and.nort. ta 
becom. a perpetual ſacrifice of 
thanksgiving, - 

Saint Auſtin hints tyyo o very 
patherick remarks on Gods mn: 
nificence inthe. gift. of his only 


- 


[ 20x } 
Son; Firſt in that he has ex- 
hauſted his divine ſtock; ſaying; 
O God tho you are Ommipotent , yet 


you cars give no more : th) you are 


moſt wiſe ; yet your Wiſdom can 


fuggef notbing more to grue : tho 


you are the magazine of al treaſu- 
res, yet tis al emptyed in this pro- 
futon of our bounty : the other 
remark is, that having tnade us 
this preſent , he can deny us 
nothing : vvhatſoever vve ask 
in his name, if to his honour 
and oar good , yvil iofallibly 
be accorded, Nay Saint Chri- 
ſoſtom goes yet further , in ex- 
tolling the love. of God the fa- 
ther, afſertiog many learned 
Divines to have declared their 
opinion that an My man, 
11 


( t62 ) 


might haye beech raiſed to ſuch 
a degree of grace as to be ren» 
dred capable of reſtoring man- 
kind. Novy this ſuppoſition 
admitted, it tranſcends al ims | 
agination , and argnes an exces 
of love, that his divine majeſty 
Should vyave the.miniſtery of 
his Angels, or the depntation 
of ſom man excelling in grace, 
to engage his ſon in nature 
equal to himſelf , in the ſevere 
rask of our Redemption : and 
ſtil to encreaſe the wonder, 
this bleſiing was showred down 
upon us, when man had irita- 
tcd his Creator to that height, 
thathe repented to have made 
him, that is, were God capa- 
ble of any error in his ations, 


(103) 
this exorbitaney.in man-might. 
laſtly meric a-repentance. / 

Since then.our-fyect Redee- 
mer :. hath brake trhion al 


theſe: obſtacles. of oor ingrati- 


rade.,, .and by. a ſtnpendious 
ſubmiſſion taken our. vile ; na- 
tare upon him, what, return 
can we make? certainly we can 
grudg him nothing : for love. 
conſiſts. in a mutual commu- 
nication of honor , riches, 
knowledg, and whatever: gaod 
we polles:now God hath play'd 
the .prodigal withus let, us not 
be penurious .to:him : hc& is ſo. 
rcalonable as ooly to: pretend 
ro our heart: Sor (lays be. ) give 
me your beart ; but it muſt be a 
heart that is ſtript of al terrene 


( 104) 
affe&ion; he is a jealous God 
and wil have no rival; for in 
proportion as-'yon love. any 
creature, you haye ſo.much 1he 
leſs for him, oaleſs it be 3 re- 
ference to him. There is-no 
greatcr incentive to. love then 
ro prevent a lover ; this part 
God hath ated with os, giving 
ns a pledg of his own dear. felt; 
and that heart is very obduratc 
that wil make:no return... O 
what: longing ſighs and groans 
iſlned from the: breaſts. of thoſe 
holy Parriarchs 18 the oldJavv, 
that ' they migbt-ſce rhe::day 
break of Hieriſalem's fair: Rar; 
wich what an awfal reſpe&tand. 
ſubmiſſion would they have re- 
ceived -him : while we wich a 


{ 105) 


kind of ftupidity gather he fraic 


of his divine influence, withour 
lifting up onr cycs, or paying 
the leaſt acknowledament ro 
him from whence they flow. 

Saint Thomas ſays thar the 


Benigniry of God appears very 


great in that he daigns to com- 
municate himſelf tothe juſt by 


grace, bar much more daigning 


roc5manicate himſelf in thee a< 
nity of his perſon.to the haman 
natare offegsns Cur 1s7t. the 
Prophet Olee ch..rr. foretold 
this myſtery of love : ſaying, 
that God would tink us to him 
by the chains of Adam , that 
js, God-man; for beholding the 
affeftions of men drawa by vi- 
ſible objects to that as ever co 


(196) 


be induced to Idolatry , his. 
love prompted to render him: 
ſelf viſible by taking flesh , ſo! 
ro hamour onr inclinations :,: 
and becom an obje&: co which: 
we may jaſtly pay the honour 
of Latria, or Divine worship: 
thas love contrived that his 
ſacred hamanity shonld ſerve 
35 2 bait by. which they might 
be allured to place their. Ado- 
rations aright, [n this myſtery. 
'the ſeal is (ct to declare the 
worlds pertetion ; for by it we 
receive the remiſſion of our fins, 
ſanRifying grace;cand eternal 
glory : faith , exciting grace, 
and al the motions to our ſal- 
vation are the effects of this 


ſacred myſtery. To conclude , 


(165) 
by it the: honour of God is 1c- 
pared , his ſervice advanced, 
his creatares put into a vvay 
of ſafety, and his enemics con- 
founded. Let us therefore (c- 


riouſly weigh the benefirs of _ 


Chriſt Incarnation , that from 
thence we may cherish our 
hopes to praiſe and glorify cod 
for the cxhibirion of lo incſti- 
mable 2 gift for the reparation 
of mankind. 


THE PRATER 


Y ſweet Redeemer , who 
_ art a true ſun of juſtice, 
fent to make an attonement bet- 
Wren your Eternal fathir and 
the pericht World : and in ſequel 


( 108 ) 
to clear for us a paſiage unto bigs 
ven : enlighten us with your beams 
of mercy , that by Vvertue of this re- 
conciliation we may. hzre be freed 
from al Aains of ſm , and in the 
other life be reſlored to our lofi in- 
heritance » Wvich We ihal ever ov 
to you O Incarnate word, Amen. 


COIL LY SH LIC YZTA CI) 2 EH) CID 
VI. A MEDITATION 
ON THE PASSION. 


Ts Anguſt Myſtery of 


Chriſts paſſion merits ra- 
ther to be. celebrated with ({t- 
lence and wonder then with 
rongue, Or pen ; its. ſublimity 
ſurpalcestheeapacity of Angels, 
that 60d s2onld dyc for man : 


(109) 

2 maſter for his ſlave, a Crea- 
ror for bis creatore,, and an 
;nnocent for the guilty: whence 
Saint Baſil tcarms the Paſ- 
ſion a perpetual myſtery; be- 
cauſe it reaches to the ſalvation 

of al men:ſo that this Sacrament 
of reconciliation wil neyer ceaſe 
while the world ccndures ; 
therefore may juſtly be aſcrib'd 
tothe ſupream goodnes of Gods 
ſpecial love in redeetving , not 
Angels, bat men; not by ano- 
ther , but by himſelf : :not by an 
unbloudy, but the bloady death 
of the Croſs. Saint Bonaven- 
ture makes it an argument of 
his ſpecial love to man, inthat 
he gave up hislife, not for Ag- 
gels, but for man ; and the 


(110) 


rcalon is given , becauſe the 
Angels offended by the, pravi- 
ty of their wil having none to 
ſeduce them : bat Adam was 
ſedaced by his wife, and he 
by the ſerpent ; whence ap- 
pears that a'fin is mach aggra- 
vated when'the occaſion pro- 
ceeds from a free choice, and 
not by any, impuls of tempta- 
tion from abroad : now, God 
might have pardon'd man, for 
being ſupream Lord it had 
beento none injurious, and as 
ſapream Legiſlator, he might 
have diſpenſed in his own law 
made againſt fin, and accepted 
for. ſatisfaQtion of every onc 
W hat he pleaſed : bat fince 
Gods pleaſure was to wave al. 


(111) 
theſe prerogatives, and neither 
ro Employ Angels nor men, 
but to accomplish it. in the 
perſon of his -only ſon , this 
evidences that he would incul- 
cate to us the great horror he 
entertains of ſin; nextit ſpeaks 
a high charafter of his love; 
whence ſaint Baſil ſtyles rhe 
Paſſion a. fonntain of Gods 
love and mercy. , and the 
ſource of al his other bleſſings: 


to mankind. | 
REFLEXION. 
Gods love atcomplish'd. 


OC Encca, that great Philoſo- 
J pher, conld never be per- 
ſwaded that God created the 


' (r12) 

world for mans ſake; believing 
that an Angel was deputed ro 
pive a conſtant motion to the 
Celeſtial bodies: for he look'd 
npon Angels far ſarpaſſing men 
in excellence ,, and by conſe- 
quence not'iſo fir for his ſa- 
pream wiſdom to render them 
fo ſerviceable to him. Now what 
jadgment woold he have paſſed 
upon our - Chriſtian © belicf , 

thatteaches'not only the world 
to be framed for our ofe , but 
alſo the. Creator himſelf. "rl be- 
com man, nay even to ſtoop 
ro nothiog.; that man might 
be partaker of his Divine na- 
tore. Wherefore by how much 
the lower” he threw -himſelf,' 


{s much the more he oughtto: 
be. 


_ 

be raiſed in out affeQion + + by 
how mich the greatet was our 

miſery, ſo much the triore. otir 
obligation is incteaſed to out 
Saviour Who freed us © afid as 
his hamiliation had no tneafare; 
our ' ptatitude | in like” man- 
ner ought to-go along iti the 
Ty proportion. 

The charatters of Gods love 
are drajyn ofit in ſuch plain 
colours, that fotie can be (6 
{tapid as to plead ignorance; 
they are writ in blond , and 
the Prophet ih the octloh of 
Chtiſt invites ns to caſt or 
eyes, npon they , (zying : al 

you that paſs by ; the way make 
a ſtand ; > bfder my p reſent - 
codios , and rel me f there 
H 
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be any orief like nnto mine. At 
the brit entrance into this tra- 
gedy ſaint Paul{Hebr.i2.)rels ns 
that Chriſt had a pleaſant ſcene 
propoſed unto him : that is, 


glory, or ignominy , a Regal 


appearance here an carth, or a 
ſervile condition, the redemp- 
tion of mankind, either by 
way of crnelty. or mceknes, 
was giycn to his eleRion : for 
one groan from his heart, one 
tear from his pretions eye, or 


one drop of . his blond , had 


| been ſufficient to have redeemd 


millions of worlds , yer that 
he. might convince, ns. of his 
excellive love, and apply a 


plenitude of remedies;, ſo to 


draw us to afts of gratitude, 


w' © UUW) OF was was Ty 


( 115, ) 


and-to pitty ourſelves, he ra: 


ther chole the Crols; he emp- 


tied his ſacred veins, afflicted 


| his ſoul with angnish and 


ſadnes ; permitted his body to 
be torn with ſtripes, infomuch 
that from al the parts of his 
body, the bloud ſtreamd out; 
whence ſaint Bernard pives an 
ingenious remark : that albeit 
nature aForded him but two 
eyes , to be the conduits of 
tears , yet every pore of his 
body ſapplied his viſive power, 
iſſaing forth a flond of crimſon 
ſweat, the molt prodigious 
cffe& of angaish that ever hap- 
ned in nature: to the end that 
with them, as with rears , he 
might cxpiate oar faults, and 


Hij 


( 116} 


wash away the ordures of fin. 


Saint Chryſoſtom hints another 
reaſon of this his ſeverity to 
himfelf, that he might hamper 
ns in the Chains of his love; 
for there is nothing enflaves 
a perſon like to a good turn, 
or obliging a of friendship: 
wherefore Saint Bonaventure 
aſſerts, that nothing conld 
have faſtned the ſon of God 
to the Pillar bat a link of 
. Charity. rg of 
In the revelations of faint 


Bridgie , examined by order 


of the Council of Baſil, and 
declared as ifſving from aſpirit 
Divine , to which we might 
rationally give credit, tis rela- 
ted , that the extremity of 
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Chriſts dolorons paſſion , rent 
his heart aſnnder, and apen'd 
him a paſſage unto death ; for 
certainly no expiring perſon 
Was ever ſo deſtitute of com- 
fort as onr {vycet Redeemer, 
The reaſon is, his ſoul applying 
itſelf ro the viſion of the Divine 
eſſence, left the ſentirive parts 
al deſolate , hence vvas iſſned 
forth thar diſmal cry that God 
had forſaken him, for whereas 
a good perſon luffering in a 
juſt cauſe vuſnaly cheers him+ 


[ſelf with the coofideration of 


the brevity of his {ufferings, 
the reward he expeCts in recom- 
pence, and the like, al this onr 
Bleſled Saviour waved, wholly 
intent on the contemplation of 


(118) 
the beatifick viſion; fo that the 
Propher Eſay had juſt reaſon to 
ſtyle him a man of pricf, and 
dolonrs. *Tis trac twas in his 
power not to dye, wherefore 
he frankly gave up his life, and 
fince he bad undertaken the 
redemption of mankind , he 
would compleatly ſatisfie the 
Divine juſtice, ſuffering in his 
body to the utmoſt thar rage 
could throw upon him, with- 
drawing likcwiſe his intellectual 
faculties from lending any ſuc- 
cour or ſpark of conſolation 
ro his ſenſitive parts, to that de- 
oree as even to shiver his heart 
in pieces, O what a prodigions 
teltimony of love © 

It every wound of Lazarus 
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was asſo many tongues to move 
the rich. man to compaſſion, 
how lond ought Chriſts paſſion 
to ſonnd in our cars, and Conrt 
ns unto gratitnde , to behold 
him naild to the Croſs, fo 
cruelly ſcourged that bis whole 
body appear'd but as one wotid, 
crownd with thorns, beſmeard 
with ſpittle, laden with inja- 
ries , at laſt expiring on the 
Crols, and al this for our ſake: 
O it is impoſlible ſeriouſly ro 
conſider al this, and our hearts 
not diſlolue into love and com- 
paſſion. Our divine Redeemer 
ſeems to ſay that the nrmoſt 
teftimony of love is to lay 
down ones life for a frend , bar 
mcthinks hitelf did much more 


(p2Q) 
when he did it for his Enemies. 
Man ſers not his affeRion upon 
any thing, unleſs ir appear fair, 
wiſe, pleaſant,pretiqns, or good: 
now God beheld nothing at- 
traCtive in us; we Were odiQus, 
vile, perfidious, and miſcrable; 
yet ont of his goodnes he would 
purify and cleans ns in his own 
. blond, he communicates fa- 
vours to the ungrateful , to 
render them grateful ; to his 
enemies, to make them ends, 
and to the diſtreſſed that he 
may render them happy, pur- 
chaſing for them by his death 
immortality. How jaſtly then 
may we conclude that the ac- 
complichment of Gods love to 


man is evident and compleared 
in his Paſſion, 


(121) 
THE PRAYER. 


Y ſweet Redeemer , when 
I contemplate your ſuffe- 
ring poſture on the Croſs, methinks 
I »boull becom a ſtatue with ad- 
miration and wonatr : could my eyes 
diftil a deluge of tears , and my 
beart with ſorrow Fry into pieces, 
yet my compaſſion ought not there 
to reſb : had 1 as many lives as 
there are grains of ſandin the Ocean, 
and al conſecrated to your honour, 
yet would thry not reach to the leaf 
degree of compenſation for that pre- 
tious life of yours , of which one mo» 
ment is more Valuable then al the 
duration of Angels : what returs 
ther shal I make? At laft I prer- 


[122] 
tebve tis love alone and gratitude 
you expett ; Wherefore I with, my 
dear Redeemer, that my heart were 
a furnace beated with the flames of 


feraphins , that I might be a per- 


petual [acrifice of love, praiſe and 
thankigiving for your immenſe fa- 
vours in the ſacred myſtery of your 


| paſſion, Amen, 


&-D C-IN/I2-2 C4) DVD CoD C/DE-IGBR-D CH 
VII, ON THE INSTI] UTION 


OF THE EUCHARIST, 


His Epitome of wonders, 

the ſacred Euchariſt, may 
juitly be cermed an extenſion 
of Chriſts loye in his Paſſion : 
for Chriſt offered np himſelf 
once only a blondy ſacrifice on 
mount Calvary : bur in th- 


( 123) 
Euchariſt he is dayly offered 
vp an unblondy ſacrifice in 
millions of places, by which 
the memory of his paſſion is 
rencw'd, and the fruit thereof 
applyd. In mans creation God 
breathd into bim a life obno- 
xjous unto death. In the En- 
chariſt he communicates unro 
him a ſopernatural and im- 
mortal life. In mans creation, 
corporeal creatures wererankd 
under his ſabjeRion : in the 
Euchariſt, the Creator of hea- 
ven and earth is given up to 
his command. In the jncarna- 
tion Chriſt took apon himthe 
form of a ſlave, in the Euchariſt 
he shrowds himſelf ander the 
ſpecies of bread and wine,which 


| 
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being accidents are much more 
deſpicable then a haman form, 
nay [ dare lay, It 1s not only 
an cxtenſ1on of love in his Paf- 


fon, bat even it exceeds it: for 


God more hates the guilt of f1a 
then its punishment ; conſe» 
quently , to be crown'd with 
thorns, and naild to the Crols, 
was to him more ſupportable, 
then to be toucht by facrile- 
gions hands, applyed to a pro- 
phane mouth , and harboured 
in an impious breaſt : for. 
the punischment of fin is nor 
vaworthy a God, yet the ma- 
lice of. itis oppoſirto his Divine 
natarc, 


(15) 
- REFLEXION, 
Gods love and Paſſion prrpetuated, 


| Oly rvriters affirm that 
\Þ al the rorments Chriſt 
ſaffered in the whole ſcene of 
his Paſſion, wete notſo afflic- 
tive as the preſence: of }idas 4 
domieftick , an Apoſtle and a 
Traytor : it is a gfearer ar- 
oumient of perfection , to love 
an enemy theti a feiend : after 
dear} Gods fiirhful fervanrs 
ire beatified in heaven , his e« 
riethies doomd to perpettiaF 
puniishferie iti hel : now tis 
not ſo itt the Evichariſt; he ex- 
cindes notic froty his table, the 
ifinocent atid gajity ate admit- 


(126) 


ted to that heavenly banquet: a 
' Indas partakes of his body toge- 
cher with his bcloved Diſciple; 
It is born to a thatchd houſe 
as readily as to the Pallace of 
a King , to shew that in this 
inſtitution of rhe Bleſſed Sa- 
crament, Chriſts love to man- 
kind is nor only perpetaared, 
bur compleated eyen to its nt- 
moſt perfection, | | 

It is uſual at the parting of 
friends for the ſpirits co fal into 
commotion, and fend forth 
moſt tender expreſſions : this 
evidences the great affetion 
God had for man , that being 
to return to his Eternal father 
he contrived a means to be 
always with us, I ſay ſach a 


| 

: 

: 

' 
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contrivance that nothing but 
love could have found ont : a 
contrivance that ſets ont his 
love even beyond our Crea- 
tion, or redemption. O what 
a Prodigy of love , that while 
his enemies were framing a 
crown of thorns for him, at the 
ſame time he gave a Pledg to 
us for a crown: of glory : that 
while they deſignd him to the 
higheſt _infamy , he opens them 
a way to ſupream feliciry, This 
made the Evangeliſt inculcate 
that he loved us to the laſt : 
tis now at his departure that 
he muſters op al his forces, to 
shew what love can do, and in 
deed tis ſuch an cffe& asnone 
but a love Divine could produce 
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and therefore of al the Sa: 
craments it is ſtyled the moſt, 


perfe&t. Not only Gods incfa- 


blelove, bat likewiſe tiis Om: 
nipotence Shines in this Avguſt 
Sacrament : what a cluſter of 
miracles are heaped one opott 
another ? firſt natare is tarnd 
topſy rurvy ; bread and witic 
2< it were annihilated, or re- 
dniced to nethinig by words of 
the prieſt : the ſpecies or acci- 
dents deprived of their fabject, 
yct ſabſifting like clondsin the 
air withoht any ſupport, and 
ſerving as a vail to shrowd un- 
der them the. foges majeſty 
of God , to be in millions of 
places at the ſame time : his 
entire body contracted within 

the 
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the compas of a little hoſt; 
and al theſe wonders to be ac- - 
ted daily tro the worlds end, 
Now the drift of al this is that 
the fruit of his Paſſion might 
always be applyd to us , and 
that the belief of his real pre- 
ſence might ſtrike an awfal reſ- 
pet and reverence into us; 
together with aſtonishment that 
his infinit majeſty shovld Rtoop 
ſo low as to be united to the 
lovveſt of created things, that 
is , the ſpecies of bread and 
vvine 2: another motive 1s, that 
fince by the work of our Re- 
demption , Chriſt had ovly 
given life to our ſouls, by the 
purchaſe of grace, leaving our 
bodics nnder the penalties cau- 
I 


| | (130) 

[| ſed by Original fin, nntil their 
| | glorification at the general re- 
FZF ſfurre&ion; wherefore ro com- 
| penfate this delay , and fapply 
the prerogatives of Original 
juſtice, he was pleafed to afford 
us his own glorious and im- 
mortal body , which ratſes ns 
to a life of grace, a life cternal, 
over which death has no po- 
wer : Chriſt aſlercs ir, faying, 
He that cats of this bread shat 
hye for ever. while he con- 
verfd among men he exhibired 
his ſacred perſon ro be the ob- 
jet of our fight and Adora- 
tion, bat in the Fachariſt he 
intimately unites Himſelf unto 
ns and makes os one with him: 
for as material nonrishment 


(338) 
gives a certain temper to the 
body correſponding to its na- 
ture , ſo this bread of Angels 
( if worthily received , and 
with al due circomſtances ) 
imprints in the ſon] the very 
qualities , Inclinations , and 
yertnes of ]Esns CHRIST: 
nay enriches her with the me« 
rits of his holy Paſlion. 

Now that we may arrive at 
this perfet union , ler ns do 
the utmoſt of onr endeavours, 
diveſt and clear ourſelves of 
every the leaſt imperfection , 
that this heavenly Gueſt may 
find nothing to hinder the ef- 
fe&s of this his divine preſence, 
when we approach to that hea- 
venly tablc, 

I jj 


| 
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Which effets are, firſt to 
transform and incorporate 
himſelf into us. 

Secondly, to caſt into our 
breaſt ſom ſparks of that in« 
flamd love , wherewith he de- 
ſignd to ſet rhe world on fire, 
declaring he came for thatend, 
chat it might conſume al things 
here beneath. 

Thirdly, to give me 2 pre- 
vious relich of heavenly de- 
lights, and at the ſame time 
cauſe in me a diltaſt of al that's* 
viſible here on carth, 

Laſtly, to enlighten me with 
a C:r:ain knowledg of whar 
the divine wil and pleaſure is, 
and in ſequel, to communicate 
his grace , and powerful aid 


(133) 
ro put it in execution. 

Now while 1 contemplate 
the wonders of a holy com- 
manion, I] confes I am no 
leſs ſeized with admiration, 
that after ſo many commau- 
nions, I am ſtil a ſtranger to 
theſe ſo admirable effets. Bar 
again 1 am ſatisfied when [ 
refle& that tho by receiving this 
Blefled Sacrament , unſtaiad 
with any mortal fin, I am en- 
riched with the principal cffe&t 
vyhich is ſanRifying grace; yet 
as to the forementiond prodi- 
gious effects there are required 
many neceſſary conditions: 

Eirſt, a great purity of cone 
ſcience, together with a renoun- 
cing of al worldly vanity or 
intereſts, | 


(134) 

Next, to have no adheſion, + 
or complacence cyen 1n any 
venial ſin. 

Laſtly, to be in perfe@cha- 
rity with the whole world, Ler 
therefore endeavour ro fit 
Sn with theſe requifites 
that we may be ſo happy asto 
be bleſſed in the participation 
of rhe divine liberality exhi- 
bired in the ever adorable Sa- 
crament of the holy Encharilt, 


God , the fountain of al 
goodnes, Who invites the 
thirſly unto ſtreams which for ever 
wil allay their drougth ; and likewiſe 
courts the weary unto a repa#t, 


| 
[ 
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where they +hal be nowizhed with 
the food of Avgels: give me I bt- 
ſeech you a diſtaſt .of . al other re- 
fre-pments , aud fit me with a nup- 
tial garment by which I may br 
vendered a pleaſmng gueſt to you the 
Br idegroom , who haſt promiſed to 
Eſpouſe ſuch as are ſo veſted, 
by an eternal Alliance in the Londs 
of love and mercy. Amen. 


R emember thy laff end , and thou 
Shalt never ſim, Eccl.7.40. + 


THE PROE M. 
6 jy foal end of man, cCOM® 


poled of ſon} and body, 
1s diſtingnishe. ivro that of a 
mortal hfe, which is death, 


(136) 

and into a life immortal which 
is felicity , or infelicity : that 
is , to be cternaly happy , or 
eternaly miſcrable ; for there 
1Q no Mean , one of theſe exe 
treams maſt infallibly be his 
lot or doom, 
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'ViI. A MEDITATION 


VPON DEATH. 


Hen I conſider death with 

the train of corruption , 
ſtench, and a hideons deformi- 
ty Which attends and folloyys 
it, I confes it ſtrikes me into 
horrour and aJmiration. Firſt 
what a horrour to conſider a 


body, kept with al nicety, pre- 
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ſerved with al rarities, no coſt, 
art , or induſtry wanting to 
render it fresh,and lively, in a 
moment to becom a lamp, li- 
veles, ngly , noiſom, and. af- 
ter a While made a prey to 
worms : witnes the fair Eliza» 
beth, Empres to Charies the. 
fifth, the wonder of beauty in 
her time, ſoon after death be- 
came ſo deform'd , and ſuch a 
ſtench iſſued from her, as it oc- 
caſion'd the Dake of Gandia, 
then preſent, to bid adicu to 
al the worlds vanities, and 
Shrovvd himſelk within the 
wals of a holy Cloiſter, 


{7 2 
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REFLE XION, 


How beneficial the thoughts of Death. 


H! did we as oft behold 


ourſclyes in a deaths 
head ( which wil be one day 


the true image of us) as now 


we do in a glaſs, ſo many pre- 
ciots honrs wonald not be 
thrown away in adjuſting a 
lock of hair, a patch, or knot 
of rjiband, ſo much art -and fo 
many inventions would not bc 
contrived, to (ct our and pre- 
ſerve a beauty, that withevery 
little indiſpoſition , or male- 
contented hamour 1s altered 
and impaird ; nay liable to a 
thouſand accideats for its tocal 
raine, The ſame conſideration 


(139) 
would alſo teach men to change 
their adorations into a blush, 
and reſecrye their paſſions for 
a beauty unfading: that beau- 
ty ( ſays Saint Anftin.) alone 
merits that name , which as 
it 15 fair and lovely, continuas 
ly remains fo : a beauty thar 
knows no ſetting ſan , bur is 
always veſted with a meridian 
glory. Letns therefore learn of 
the Royal Prophet this prudent 
leflon,toremember onrlaſtend, 
to remember we muſt dyc , and 
be reſolned into doſt, bf our 
days pals away like a shadow, 
no leſs does beauty like a flo- 
wer; fair in the morning , and 
at night drooping in its with- 
ered leaves, Beſides if we re- 


_ : 
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flet, that the moſt charming 


beaury hath oft proved very 


fatal both tro the owner and 
lookeron, this refieftion ought 
to check any apptite or deſire 
of appearing lo accomplish'd; 
eſpecialy ſince it may contri- 
bute both to their - own and 
others ruine. Ina Word, re- 
member, that the glory, pomp, 
riches, and eſteemd- happines 
of this world, deſcend not with 
ps to rhe grave , al we bear 
from hence is our good and 


bad deeds. 
THE PRAYER 


J God, Wo in the noble flru- 
Anre of man haſt alloued 


if 
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bim a foul immortal that reſembles 
Four Uibine Being , with pouer to 
command his in'erior and jen 
fitive part , enli_h:ten me to know 
the dignity of my ſpiritual ſubſtance, 
0d in conformity to What you have 
ordaind, grant that I may render 
this earthly piece of mine, that is- 

my body , in[irumental to afts of. 
Piety, and what [ ow to you my 
Creator ; that ſmce I am in- 
trufted with it to make it happy 
for eternity, I may keep it in ſub- 
j:ion, treat it as my ſlave, abſolu- 
tely depending on me , and never 
atquieſce to its fawning and en- 
chanting alluremntts , lefF 1 contri- 
bute to the eternal ruine of both. 
eAmen, 


Cz 
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VIII. THE SECOND MEDITATION 


GG DELALAT KH 


hat a horrovur to con- 
fider that the ſacred 
bends of mariage, the ſtricteſt 
tyes of nature and friendship, 
al diflolued in death ; no chains 
of Alliance , or worldly inte- 
reſt of proof againſt his de- 
Reactive hands : no Preſident 
having yet becn found to flat- 
ter us with the leaſt hopes of 
eſcaping his icy paws, no con- 
dition of eminent dignity, nei- 
ther youth, beauty , eloquence, 
or trealnres could eyer yet 
corrupt, or blunt his nnamerci- 
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fal fithe which mows down 
al before him. 


REFLEXION, 
The certainty of death, 


EF Ince then the decree of 
death is paſt, and is more 
inviolable then that of the 
Medecs and Perſians : let ns at 
feaſt ſolace ourſelyes with 
this, that death in its (elf is 


| indifferent ; to thoſe that dye 
| In grace it is good, to thoſe 
| thardie in fin it js evil: where 


fore you ſee it is in onr pow« 
er to render that thing ſo 
teirible quire of another na- 
care ; as the Pſalmist ſays: the 
death of ſaints is pretions in 


the ſight of God. 


(144 ) 


THE PRAYER. 

God in whoſe hands are lodg'd 
( ):: Keys of life and death, 
ana Who haſt put me into this world 
(roved thereunto by your goodnts) 
Without any deſert, or knowleds of 
mint : grant that whilſt I wanadtr 
in this fortien Region far from 
my home, 1 may karn and punc- 
tualy oberve a leſſon, short , but 


comprehenſive , iſſuing from your 


own bleſſed month, which is; To 
love you above al things, and 
my neibour as my ſelf, The per- 
formance of the one Wil carry me 
quietly to my grave, freeing me from 
any aft of injuſtice or ſati:faftion 
to render at my dtath : While the 
othey 
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other wil caſt me into lanonichinents 
after you the objeft of my love, Fil 
aWwaitin? that ſltep which may con- 
vey me throu the ecilips of dtath , 
into the ſplendor of a life eternal , 
and into the accompli-hment of al 
my hopes and aefires, Amen. 
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THE THIRD MEDITATION 


0F WEaT%Y.: 


Hart 2a horror to be- 

hold- a perſon who 
has placed his felicity in the 
goods of this world, forced ro 
ſurrender up al at the approach 
of death, and this perhaps at 
atimie when little prepared for 
as. of laſtice; or when in the 

K 
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height of contentment 1h pof- 
ſeſſion of ſom pleaſing objet; 
no tears or terFours , no groans 
or importanities can obtain 
any reſpit; when he ſummons, 
we mult go; for death 'hasno 
cycs to be dazlcd at the ſplen- 
dor and majeity of great ones; 
nor cars tO be moved with: 
the bowlings of the miſcrable : 
Ah what .pleaſure then can it 


| be re: enjoy that which in a 


moment may be ſnatch'd From 
us, or we from it. The day 
of our Lord which is death 
ſteals vpon ns Hhke:. a rheif in 
the night : befides we arewhol- 
ly ignorant both ' of the: :man- 
ner, and whar kind of death 
$hal conclade our lifc ,'as: al- 
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ſo of the place , or time; 


- REFLEEX Tr! 
T boughts of death prevent Uluſtons, 


X17 Hileſt jn health we are 

'Y cheated by diſguiſes , and 
false appearances of things, but 
at the lightning of death every 
thing is repreſented in its right 
proportion. A dying perſon 
wil-rel you that al his paſt ſen» | 
ſual delights appear to him like 
a dream , and the wishes they 
had been (o :for then he should 
awake with joy toſleep again in 
death , with hopes of cn;oying 
pure and laſting pleaſures: he 
wil tel you thathonour , great 
nes..and cſtcem of men arc 

K ij 
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a meershadow, a puff of wind; 
or a little (moke, which like a 
vapour vanizh at the Evening 
of our life: he wil tel you thar 
his inordinate appetite in the 
purchaſe of a forcune , his con- 
tinnal fears to be diſturbed in 
the poſſeſſion, and his ambi-. 
tion to make a figure in the 
world, have diverted him from 
the purſuit of never perishmg 
treaſures, which ought ro have 
been the fum of his endeavours 
here upon carch. Learn there- 
fore in time this Icflon iſſuing 
from an expiring breath; which 
is of weight becaufe cfteemd 
moſt ſincere. For art laft- it wit 
be too late to be nndeceived: 
look 1 ſay betimes into the gla(s 
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of death, you-may there learn - 
both to live and dye < for 
death. nor only. teaches , bur 
forcwarns. and poyverfully per- 
lvyades. 


THE PRAYER. 


A dore your | . providence , my 
Ged, that to the short pertod of 
this onr hfe , you bave added a 
draught of gal to he mingled with 
the [ets of this world.; that ſince 
really We are pilorims , we ought not 
tp flx our contentment in ary plea- 


ſmg objett here , but flil advance 


on our way towards the manſion of 
our eternal repoſe : Hay I then © 
Ty God be jo happy as to make uſe 
of thoſe.creatures your libtral, hands 


ww 
bave beſlow'd, according to the tt- 
nour of their Grant , which 7 to' be 
aiding to me it works of your fer- 
vice : aive mt an avirſion for richer, 
unles I uſe them ſo as to entttaſe &5 
treaſures in heaven ; tet me contemn 
honour and greatnes if in the haff 


they divert me from obedience to 
Jour laws > In a word, ttt me [ot 


a value upon every tos in: propor 


tion as is may tontribute to "your 
honour 'atd glory , and to the” ſe- 
curity of my fonts eternal tarereſs. ; 
Amen, © Y 


C-d8-DC-IE-VE-D GJ GD CLE 
THE FOURTH MEDITATION 


OF DEATH, 


Hat a horror to confider 
"the ſeparation, ahd ſad 


cr 


ad 
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partiog of foul and body, after 


| along union, and friendship,, 


fl. comm by,God and nature 
1n them : the one to be reſola'd 
into .daſt , vyhilſt the 'other is 
hirried -to.a-; Tribunal beforc 
an : impartial - adg , there to 
anſvver for every idle vvord 


or thought: :- and -al-uncertain 
| of her doom}, ,vvhether, to be 
-rgjayn d in-a:{Þate of happines 


Ot: milcry., and this for no leſs 


| Wn Etcrnity.:!, 


REFLECTION. 


Thought of death the tft: armour 
_—_ the day of judament. 


- Chriſtian raoght by faith 
| that there. is a judgment 


i 
| 
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| to enſue npon-the ſeparation 
of ſoul and body , ought not 


ro live as if he vyere immor- 
tal, or as if he had no account 


to render at the latter day ; bot 


carefully to provide againſt the 
time of thar dreadful Aſſile, 

where vvil be ſcan'd ro the 
ful and vvith the! ſeyerelt:(cru- 
tiny al oar good and bad ac- 
tions, in ordcr to an eternal 're- 
yvard or puaishmeat : and his 
trial appears the. more terrible 
1n chat al our rreſpaſses direfly 
ſtrike againſt the honour of him 


'vyho is ro be onr Judg, For 


Chriſt. having. pay'd ionr 'ran- 
ſom by the cfafon of his pre- 
tious bloud , has this prero- 
gative frevecd him to beboth 


_ 4153) 

Judg "and Party, © O vyhat a 
cohfuſjon' for a (inner ro be: 
hold his offended ludg , vvho 
vvas once to him/a patient God, 
and vyhor then he contemnd, 

diſobeying his juſt lavvs : vyho 
Wvas oncetohimaloving God, 
and vvhom then'he ſhghted,, 

more valuing a petty ntcyeft 
of | this 'yvorld,, or ſom foul 
-momenrary: pleaſure ; beyond 
-al the endearments : and tefti- 
monics' of - his real '-affettion, 
Whar a confuſion to. hear: a 
-particular Jift givea in and pn- 
*blish'd, of al thoſe graces and 

Favours he had reccived from 
'the liberal hands of his once 
induſgeot father, and noyy 
hisſovercign Jodg;: asalloaclear 


(154) 
recital made of akHhjs/ungrates 
ful retcaros,! in ſequel. this., 8 
mercifal lamb, then becom.a 
Lion, vvillet Joole al:the.re- 
ſcrve of his, anger to. f4l upon. 
his guilty head. The; firſt cf- 


Fe&t vvil_'be to,, brand him 


wvvith the. black Ramp of the 
highelt ingracicude |}, vybich 
mark of ercrnal shame , one 
would think, to a:generous ſonl 
-would be a-:{ufficiear; panih- 


ment, Without the additional 


thoſe horrid torments-ordaind 
-by Divine jaſtice robe inflie- 


ited on perisht ſouls., Now'ito 


;diſpote ourſelves for a happy - 


-ifſue ia this grand- proces the 


beſt expedient is to. retain. a 
conſtaat memory of deatb; for 


(1-55) 

death not only minds us that 
it is a privation of life', an bp 
shot to al onr pleaſores here, 

the lofs of al 'oar goods and 
poſſeſſions y It a:yord' a.. cas. 
becring' of al' ouy- earthly- de- 
figns {= it alſo hays open be» 
fore ts: Hur (entrafhcet 19ro arfo®: 
ther life), : and" ther hazardous” 
onlf we Fe-to paſs*thron ere: 
we com to be happy: the'way' 
then to ſecure our happines: is 
frequently lodgovr thonghts: 


in a 'ſepulcher and this 


| 
| 
| 
| 


as is at hand ; and rapping at 
our door; For fuck perfons 
 (fays Safnt Auſtin ) wil be like. 
| ftars, nor ſcen'in-che day"'of 
this life}, bur glitter and _ 
in the night of -Death, © 


j {158} 
THE, PRAYER, 


Y Gods. there is .yot bing 
VB -mmore. drtadiul then your: 
abnſed love- converttd into - barred, 
aud to a love injured -wſually Joc> 
ceeds. the ke meaſure of punishment;. 
TÞat terrour-then, my Gad, voi, 
invade a-fiange cat the latter day 
vyben- al the myſteries of aruant, 
laye to mankind thal be lay'd open 
the' ſacred wounds my Redeemer: 
recein'd whon our-ſcore , and Which: 
th:n-»hal out firip the ſun in Gri- 
gbtues ; Wi. Jufficiently- evidence, 
Jour, exceſſive ' love , - and our. 
exliregm ingratitule, T Joſe facred 
feats I [ay , wil alſo juſtify your: 
fury iſouing fiom an 2 irritated buy T 


>. 
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Þhilff our ' apparent "exiltines Wil 
find no plea , no retreat to 5/elttr 
| 2+ Jelf from your conſuming anger” 
| ©O my Gold, prant\ that | may iti 
| time foreſee this helples atjolation', 
| and prepare againſt*it j the time of 
this life is. the time Wherein' the 
flouds of your mercy art drawn up; 
| © lit me biiſo happy 4s now to 
bath my ſelf in thoſe purifying fireams, 
and may I by atts of love and re- 
pentance,, purchaſe hire'a quitt ſubs 
miſſion to death, and at the enſuing 
judgment a joyful invitation to take. 
my [lace at your right hand. Amen. 
GI CoD DU-? CoD Qo IF Cn CRC IRA &/D 
- THE FIFTH MEDI] ATION:. 

oO F DEATH. 
Onfider : the ooodnes/ of 
God that notwithſtan-: 
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ding-man.-wovld not -be 'fote- 
warn'd af Death , yet: he bas 
ordain'din his wildom tO Make 
it a warging piece. againſt 
ſin ; to this end. he decreed thar 
the hour'iof igs! approach should 
be wholly gncertain,.:and lye 
hid unto, us; by that means to 
firike us into a fear of ſurpri- 
fal, and render ns: very wary 
in the conduct of our life, leſt 
being ſnapt:unawares:, the bal- 
lance of our good ations may 
prove to lighe at-the' grand 
acconnting' day. - Wherefore 
Chriſt raughe ns- in our 
Pater noſter ro ſupplicate for 
our daily*bread , becanſe he 
never promis'd/us a' ro mot- 
row. Beſides , death  lookt 


( 159"), 
gpon ata great diftarice {quires 
not 'oor” life 'to* any Rule 
of prudence: it neither: diverts 
from what 'is evil , 'nor allures 
to What 1s good : ; but to thoſe 
who make” it the 'Tubje&* of 
their daily meditation and dais 
ly expeRarion, its arrival can 
do-no' harm, | 


 REF.LEXION; ; 970 
Tharghyy” W death privnt” for? 


"0m x 


i 


A die - firſt place 6 ſich per- 
' ſons wil have no remors6f 
conſcience, haviog' made their 
hfe' a [preparation to dearh':/ 

. next, they Wwil'ljave. ſ/no- relics 
raacc to quit their poſſeſſions 


(1160) 
here , beeauſe they look'd upon 
them only as goods inſtruſted, 


or. lent ,.and to be reſtored at 


the owners demand-':- hence 
they having not ſet their heart 
npon them , chearfully they 
make a ſurrender, and. with 
{miles approach to grim death; 
carried on with hopes to make 
it a paſſage to the enjoy- 
ment of Paradiſe ; the ſiveer air 
of eternal. manſion ſeeming al- 
ready to affe@ their noſtrils, 
and prompt them to invite this 
pale. terry-man to waft them 
qycr ; for, tho the glory of the 
world deſcend not with ſinners; 
yet. the plory . of. yertne, delſ= 
cends with s the Io, racl7 2X20 

--: The 
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THE PRAYER: 


God Who" haft given man 4 
reſtleſs appetite after his {0- 
vereign good , and baft atcreed that 


death muſk usher , bim to this bis 
happineſs , there being notbing here 
beneath to quiet bis unſatisfi:d d:- 
fi res ; we bleſs your immenſe goodnes 
in reading our abode in this Val: 
of tears /o fleeting \ as alſo the hour 
of our laft ſleep fo uncertain , that we 
may neither be too long detpind from 
tht enjoyment of our glorious final 
end, nor unprepared at that ſun- 
r0ns Which bal call us from the tus 
multuous Ocean of this world unto 
the haven of eternal ret , which 
throw your mercy We bope the 
conſtant thoughts of « death may fſecus 
re Hs, Amen, - 

L 
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FURTHER REFLEXIONS 


UP ONRN Dk A T hs 


Frer theſe diſmal conſt- 
derations, | am likewiſe 
calt into wonder and amaze 
ment; in that we ſport, and 
play , carefs and recreate our 
felves , even vvhenwearedying, 
and p:rceive it nor, Gods threa- 
tning words to Adam make ir 
evident, ſaying , on the very day 
he eat of the forbidden fruit , he shouldl 
dye, Now Adam lived many 
years after : the meaning there- 
fore is,at the very moment of 
his tranſgreſſjon he shonld be- 
oin to dye ; hence Saint Gre« 
gory terms our life a lingring 
_ death, for the firſt motion of 
our life is likewiſe a motion 
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vtiro death , every ſucceeding 
hour; monh;,'or year, is the 
deach of the forty hever again 
to-retarn: ſo 'that we paſs ( as 
it were) from one gtave to a- 
nother, til at laſt we com to 
our winding-sheet , which only 
js called death, becavſc the laſt 
change , or vici rude of life ; 
tho a great part of as Were dead 
before, albeit we Were not ſen- 
ſible of 3 it, ſo that in reality we 
are a living ſepalcher to our- 
ſelves. How juſtly then may 


onr life be rerm'd death , fince 


3r-is in perpetual moriow; and 
I 6x'd by any tabi- 
liry , bur always 1n a rapid cours 
horried on towards its end. Now 
at the firſt glance of mans ſad 
condition under the faraliry of 


L jj 
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death , 1 confels my repining 
thoughts arc alarmd : but,no.{o0- 
ncr | refle& on: the ſweet, ipro- 
ccding of ourCreator in this par- 
ticular , when, al murmvring is 
changed into admiring his. jn- 

' comparable goodnes, For God 
creating oor firſt Parent placed 
him in the moſt delicious .cli- 
mate of the habitable world, 
adornd him with original juſtice, 
which made a fine _ harmony 
throu ont the whole frame of 
man : his inferior part ,. and| 
ſenſitive appetite , perfeAly 0- 
bedicnt, and fubmiſſiye. ro his 
rcaſon ; no ſtorms of paſſions 
or irregular motions promp- 
ting him to evil; now that he 
might nor fal from this hap- 
pines, God was plcas'd co terri- 


[ 165 ] 

fy him with the - conſequenee 
of his: tranſgreſſ] on , Which 
Should be death','as a panish- 
ment. more affrighting than 
that of hel, for death is ob- 
vioas £o our- reaſon and ſenſe: 

reaſon tels us that a compound 
of ſeveral elements natorally 
relolyes into thoſe principles 
whereof it is compoſed: 'our- 
ſenſes likewiſe daily behold the 
havock made in mankiod by: 
death ::now that there is a hel 


Faith only gives 'us the knows: 


Jedg; and how unaGive this 
vertue is in any vehement tem- 
pration we need go no further 
to convince ns then oor own 
{ad experience ; hence tis evi- 
dent death ſprings from f10, for 
had there bcen no diſobedience, 
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there... had. been no- death-, 
Adam's ſottish incredality not 
bclieving he should dye, drew 
dcath npon his own head, and 
al his poſterity, Next, tis clear, 
the wiſdom of God ( to onr ap- 
prehenſion ) conld not contrive 
a greater Bugbear then the ter- 
raur. of death avoid ſin , nor 
conſequently a more powerfull 
expedieat ro ſccare immortality 
To. 115. 

My God I adore your inef- 
fable goodnes that vyas pleaſd 
ro pat immortality into our 
hands vvhich onr firſt parent 

might eaſily have graſp'd, and 
ſ:cor'd to him(ſelfand poſterity- 

| adore nolefs your mercy, that 

when we had forfeited this pre- 
cions gift of immortality , you 
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did not at the ſame time de prt- 
ve us of your dear (cIf, as our 
final cnd, and ſovereign good, 
tho throu our own fault we 
were to paſs to it by death; 
nay more , to render the pur= 
chaſe of our final end leſs hazars- 
dous, was pleaſd to ordain the 
time and honr of onr death to. 
be wholly uncertain , leſt fin- 
ners might perſever in their wis 
ckednes with hopes of ſom re 
pit for repentance ; or the juſt 
flacken their devotions , reſer- 
ving the more fervent ats of 
vertue towards the end of their 
life. God (fays S. Auſtin) wrapt 
op in ſecret the laſt day of our 
life , that we shonld obſerve 
every day as if it were our Jaft, 
Let vs keep cloſe to this rule; 
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then death (which is now fo 
terrible ) wil put an end to our 
pilgrimage here, be the upshot 
of onr miſery, a retarn from 
cur banishmear, and anentran- 
ce into our cternal happincs. 

Wherefore my God from this 
preſent | ſabmit to the ſentence 
of mortality you have pronoun- 
ced againſt me, and this 1 do, 
not by conſtraint, or to obey the 
necellicy of nature, but meerly 
in that jt is adecree of your Di- 
vine wil, to which 1 comform 
my ſelf: as allo to! that manner 
of death you have determind as 
to iny particular, andtoit's cir- 
catances withont any exception. 

F:omthis preſent I reſign my 
ſcitro chat laſt ficknes which shal 
give a period co my life, napro- 
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ficably trifled away ; and [ offer 
up my agony in anion of thoſe 
dolorous pangs my dear Redce- 
mer faſtaind upon the Croſs. 

I repreſent co my ſelf the 
horronr my diffigured body 
may pive to others which | ac- 
cept of as a punishment for my 
ſelflove and eſteem of others, 
I alſo reſign to be caſt into obli- 
vion after my death , as a jult 
retorn , for having been ſo little 
mindfal of you my God during 
my wretched life. 

- Laſtly, | ſubmitco my bodies 
corruption in my grave, in ex- 
piation of al my pamperings, and 
inordinate pleaſing of my ap- 
petite : and likewiſe in fatisfa- 
&ion for that large ſcore | ow 
ro your Divine Majeſty for my 


$0.4) 
eoldnes and tepidity 1n your 
fervice. ich 


Frer this great work of 
our Rederyprion, by whoſe 
verti:e the gates of geaven are. 
layd open , I-t ns convert our 
thonghts and defires towards 
that celeſtial abode ; where no 
more the ugly shape of fin, nor 
terrours of death shal affright : 
where no more the fear of onr 
own frailtics shal keep aus in an 
awful rrembling , being con- 
firmd in grace : and where al 
our toiiforn laboars apon the 
ſcore of yertne wil be converted 
into ecernal reſt : whereforethis 
Shal be the ſabje&t of oar next 
meditation and the conclunhon 


(191) 
of al ; for having brought you 
thither , no more remains but 
to loyc and prailc for crernity. 


IX THE DIGNITY 
OF MANSS FINAL END. 


> Hen God created al 
VY Y things of nothing he 
alone was exiſtent , what then 
could he have in hiseye bat him 
ſelf ro be the final end of al his 
vyorks? vyhercfore to the infe- 
rior Creatvres in this yvorld he 
is their final end, bur to Angels 
and Men vyho are enducd vvith 
reaſon , he is not only their final 
end, bur allo their objective 
Beatitnde. Hence appears the 
exccllence of human nature 
vvhich is cqualy rank'd vvich 
Angels : for the value of cyery 
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being is derived from the end 
to vvnich it is deſigned. : novy 
the end of man being the ſame 
vvith that of the blefled ſpirits, 
conſequently he is not inferior 
ro them in the high prerogatis 
ve of his Being, That he is 
our final end , Saint Auſtin 
ſyvectly infinoates, ſaying: 41 y 
God, »hould you give me al you ha- 
Te madt , ytt Vvithout your /elf they 
would not reach to quiet my inclina- 
tion Which carmot he centerd but in 
you alone, And 'that he- is our 
objective beatitude, or ſovereign. 
good, .this aſlarance Almighty 
God imparted to Abraham, de- 
claring, that he himſeif would bt 
our 'too griat reward, That is too 
great for our merit , tho not 
tor his love, ' | 


[173] 
KEYLESS TX 


eHeans to attain unto our finaltud, 


Hereis nothing more deli. 
ghcful chen to corremplace 
God's method in the framing, 
and Complcating mar froin his 
creation to his conſummation. 
Firſt he was plcaſed to draw him 
out of nothing, and give hm 4 
fiimple natoral Being, yet a Being 
ſo far ſurpaſſing in excellence al 
other Creatures of this inferioar 
world as it juſtly prefigured ſom 
rare deſign of this great Artiſt, 

| Next, Almighty God behol- 
ding tis his work immediately 
depraved by fin, and thron man's 
own fault ungrateful co him that 
made him, yet he would not 


let him perish, bur as ar firſt he 
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had dragd him from nothing by 
his pure goodnels , ſo likewiſe 
he would reſerve him by a grea- 
rer teſtimony of his goodncs 
from the evil Being of fin; which 
1: wors then nothing as Chriſt 
declared of his treacherous A- 
poſtle, it were better he had never 
ten. And to effect this he de. 
ſgnd , that wonder of love, 
and mercy in the miſtery of our 
Redemprion. 

Laſtly ovr great , and good 
God whoſe bountyes are beyond 
meaſure and incomprehenſible 
was ſo carryed on by his pater- 
nal affection ro man , as his 
gife of natoral Being by Crea- 
tion , and that of grace by Re- 
demption did not fil op the ex- 
tent of his liberality , for he bc- 
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held them intermingled whith 
the miſerycs of this mortal 
life , whercfore he daigad to 
ſaperad the excellent Being of 
glory , by the communication 
of his divine cflence by an ar« 
dent love, a perpetual joy, and 
by a profuſion of al acceſlarics 
which attead fo ſublime, and 
ſapereminear a ſtate of blils. 

Now to have the charming 
ſweernes of our final end deci- 
pherd to us , and yer remain 
jovorant of the means by which 
Wwe may, arrive unto it, would 
aſfoard us very little ſatisfaion, 


know therefore we are to cuc 


out our way tothis bleſſed ſtate 
by vertnous, and pious actions; 
tis trac God might have given 
* without exacting. any thing 


(175 ) _ 
at onr hands, but the otder of 
his Providence hath decreed, 
thac with laboor and pain we 
shoold attain to our utmoſt per: 
fetion : nor ought we to repi- 
ne that ſo great a (good $hould 
colt ns a lirtle ſwear, and hard- 


Ship, eſpecially if we refle&t_ 


how unweariedly we toyl our 
ſc ves in the. purſuit of fading 
treaſures beſides, God aſlifts us 


with his grace , and ſuperna« | 


tara] ayds,' which joynd whith 
the knotty, combats a virtaons 
man ſaitains do proportion his 


go0d works to the greatneſs of | 


tcatitade, do.purify, and pre- 
parc him for that ſublime ſtare, 
W hence Philo terms Induſtry, 
the ſupereminent treaſure of 
man-aad in f{cquel adds thar 


OS mor nn eg > 9 et Eero tern gh. _ 


(127 ) 

nothing great or generous is. to 
be expected from a perſon whe 
IVES himſclfto caſe and pleaſu- 

. For God did not Create 
dg and. enrich | him , with 
ſo. many differeac babics -, 
and facultyes , char: he chogld 
keep his arms acroſs and dono- 
thing; man's ful repole is. nor 
like that of a ſtoge which..ar- 
rin'd at its ccater. is unmoned, 
and without ation; but as here 
.we are to be induſtrious, ſo. in 
the 'term a ſoul is nor repured 
happy bar when a&aally ia the 
.cajoyment of God, dw his 
ſweetneſs, and igtimarcly oni- 
ting herſelf to his eſſence, from 
whence, as from: a baadh she 
ſucks a delicionſ{acls that ſur- 
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paſſes allimagination wherefore 
to diſpoſe man for the pnrchaſe 
of this his armoſt perfeRion. 

"He hathan appetite concrea- 
red/vvith him , by vvhich he 
naturally loyes God, and moves 
rovvards him as to his Center; 
beſides this motion itaſerted in 
his nature , he is endned vvith 
another appetite , vvhich is a 
liberty granted ro a&t vvithoat 
any conſtraint; fo that'tis in his 
povver to purſue this or chat 
objet at his: choice, and ris 
from the management of this 
appetite, or free vvil, he beco- 
mes happy or miſerable, Novy 
this noble faculty is vycl dirc- 
Red vvhen it moves , and is 
anited to the vvil of God ac- 


. = 


(175) 


cording to his. precept:forthen 
God by his povver enables him 
to act; by his vviſdom regnlates 
his ations; and by his coodnes 
applies them to himſelf. as their 
final end, Then this free vvil 
happily addreſſed renders mans 
vocation ſecore, by flight from 
lin and the praQtice of yertve. 

Burt again , vvhen this free 
vwvil is il addrefled by deviating 
from Gods commands, ating 
both againſt reaſon and obe- 
dicnce; God immediately ſtops 
his aQtivity , lends him no more 
his . direting beams, for his 
goodnes cannot cooperate to 
vyhat is evil ; hence unforty- 
nate man quitting his al guiding 
ſpirit, takes the rice of al his. 

- _ 


[ 180-] 
motions from hispaſſions, from 
the inſtigations of the Devil, 
and from the attractive baits of 
the vvo:1d, vvhich hurry him 
on to the purſuir of antayvful 
pleaſores and farisfations; and 
for a vyhile drenchr in theſe, he 
hugs himfclf in the enjoyment, 
as if they vvere his final end. 
Thus it appears how inexca- 
fable we are if we miſs of our 
olorions final end , fince it de- 
pends upon ourſelves : nay to 
deviate from it we muſt even 
aſc violence, and check our na- 
taral inclination ; we muſt becom 
our own enemy , ungratecful ro 
our Creator , thwart onr reaſon, 
forfcir al onr glorious preten- 
fions, and break thron al theſe 


[181] 
chains ta. undo oviſelves. O what 
infatnation ? That man who is 
Lord of the ynivers, eoriched, 
with reaſon, adorn'd with beauty, 
eyen tO perfeRtion, that he might 


| be as it were. a miraclc to = 


reſt of creatures here bencath , 
should be thrown down y 
al theſe prerogarives , quit a 
ſovereign good to becom a ſlave 
ro unruly paſſions, raiſd in him 
by fin. 


Now the beſt preſervative in 


_ this ovr totrering condition is , 


never. to do any thing rashly , 
but firſt conſider whether it cone 
dnces to our ſupernatural and 
blefſed end; if fo, then Ter one 
free wil embrace It; if other- 
wiſe, letihe ſame. noble facnity 
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reje& it , as a thing unlawful, 
and unworthy our immortal 
Being. So that ſtecring our ac- 
tions by the impuls of our free 
wil joynd with grace, which is 
never denied to the hamble ſnp- 
pliant, we may attain to our 
beatitade with a ful ſarisfaRion; 
for doubcles when we 5$bal ar- 
rive at thar ſtare of Bliſs , the | 
refle&ionthar 'we have don ſom 
thing in (om little meaſure by 
che concarrence of our free wil 
ia order to its acquiſition , wil 
prove no {mal ingredient roour 


contentment. 


THE PRAYER, 


O 


God, who baſl given to man 
a heart more capacions thats 


the Whole world, and in his Crea- 
tion allotted to him for his portion 
celeflial glory , let me not perizh by 
a Rupid zgnorance of What I am 
and may be : but enable me with your 
grace always to correſpond with the 
greatnes of my birth-right ; and never 
yield to the childish baits of fleth 
and bloud, ſo far as to blemish my 


| pretenſions , or in the leaſt hagardmy 
| eternal inheritance, Enlighten me ta 
| diflinguich between eternal and tem- 


poral interefts: that I may not purſat 


| a +hadow of bappineſs , and- forfeit 
| the Jubſtance of a real. felicity , wbich 
| is not found but in you my God by 
| obeying your boly commands , for to 


| | their exatt performance is annexed 


| the promiſe of a life eternaly happy. 


| Amen, 


(384 } 
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&. A MEDITATION 
ON MAN'S BEATITUDE. 


Hat obje&t which is ca- 
pable to beatihe man 
ovght to contain within it ſelf 
al perfeQions , and nniverſally 
whatever is good : for if defi- 
cient in the leaſt, that defect 
will render a ſoul vnſatisficd. 
Beſides, it muſt commonicate 
this plenirude in ſuch manner 


' as not to be expoled to any 


shadow of danger that it may 
be ravisht from her , for the 


(155) 

want of this ſecurity will keep 
her always in ſuſpenſe, and give 
a check to her compleat hap- 
pinelſs : hence we may conclnde, 
that no created obje@ having a 
vertoe without limir or change, 
conſequently it belongs only to 
God who is infinir , and that 
he alone can lay the heart of- 
man at reſt, and qlar al hisdes 
ſires. 2 


REFLEXIO N. 


In Beatitude al our deſires are 
accompli; h't, 


Airt Anſtin ſaysthat there 
_Jis a matual enterchange 
berween God and the bleſſed; 
God does poſleſs the bleiled as 


(\ 186 ) 


his pecaliar and. appropriated 
good: the blelled God, as their 
proper inheritance ; and toge- 
ther with him they poſlcts al 
other things : for earthly in- 
dowments are ſeparate , power 
is not beauty , beauty 1s not 
kaowledg, and the like ; bat 
in heaven you have wharever 
1s grear, or good, or pleaſant, 
that can enter into mans ima- 
gination, and altogether at once 
without ſucceſſion : for in eter- 
nity there is no-palt nor fature, 
al is wrapt up in the preſent : if 
one lenſe here be recreated, and 
we intent gpon it , rhe other 
{ſenſes have no farisfation from 
their plealing objeds ( thd ap- 
plied anto them) for want of 


(187) 
attention; bur'tis not ſo in hea- 
yen, our beatitude conſiſts in 
the operation of the underſtan- 
ding, which is of a greater Ca- 
pacity then the Organs of our 
ſenſes, and conſequently can 
deliciate it (elf in a thouſand 
different objects ar the ſame ti- 
me, and ſo intimarely , that as 
iron red hot ſeems to diveſt it- 
ſelf of its own form to pnt on 
that of fire; ſo God wil pene- 
rrate al the faculties of onr ſoul 
as if she had loft her own Being, 
and becom one with him , (o 
rhar onar hearts wil be at reſt; 
Conformably ro which S. Auſtin 
ſays, God wil be the accom- 
plichmenr of al oar dcefires;, 
r ternally to be ſeen, and nywea- 


[188 ] 


riedly to be loved. Etcrnally to 
be (cen , becauſe by a clear vir 
fion the bleſfled wil be infepa- 
rably united unto God as their 
ccgter , and ſovereign good , 
which once atraind, they have 
nothing more to wish or deſi- 
re : Vnweariedly to be loved, 
becaule he is an Ocean of de- 
lights, an incxhauſted ſpring 
of perfeftions , ſtil creating a 
fresh appetite to. behold and 
love him. Saint Gregory ſays 
the Angels bchold God and 
defire -to bchold him, they 
thirſt ro behold him, evenwhile 
chey behold him:thatis, their ap- 
petit is never cloy'd, and their de. 
lires neverilacken'd , nor abated; 
both ſatiety and deſire being 


_A(-w89.] 

joynd together. So that celeſtial 
beatirade admits nothing | of re- 
lenting , but perfely quiets al 
onr pretentions. Our ſoul ( ſays 
the Royal Prophet) whictr is as 
ic were an Abyſs of infinit ca- 
pacity , cals and pants afcer God 
who is an Abyſs of infinit great- 
ves, and who alone can reple- 
nish al her defires. | 
\ There are three properrycs 
attend Beatitude , the which 
fertle a Soul alwayes in aperfe&t 
calm , and tranquilliry; One is 
that she is impeccable, ſecnre 
from theleaſt deviation or finful 
treſpaſs. This innocence ſprings 
from the condition of Beatitude 
incompatible with fin : for a 
oul that hath a clecr viſion of 


{ 190; ] 
God, bcholds him ſo-beantiful, 
ſo majcftgous » fo accomplishd 
io al perfetion, that she Ay 
not hazard the loſs for millions 
of worlds , beſides to this viſion 
Is alwaycs joynd an ardent affe+ 
fion, and if S, Panl amidſt the 
miſcrycs of this life deftyed al 
Beings whatſoever. to ſeparate 
him from the chirity of ] es s 
CarisT, much more in the 
Nate of Glory ( which is free 
from al waa? may the bleſſed 
defye any to ſeparate them from 
God : and ths our wil in hea- 
ven retain the poſſeſſion of her 
liberty, or- free choice, yer t'is 
there confined to what is good, 
and by conſequence ſecures a ſoul 
from the lealt fear of ſin , and 


{191 ] 
ſettles ber in a perfe mas and 
rranquillity, 

The next property of Beati- 
tude is, that a foul is embellishd 
| with a beauty incffable * for 

ifa glorifyed body ourſtrips the 
=, in fplendoor , much more 
wil the foul be illuſtrated by 
the light of glory, as. alſo by 
her own glory conſummated , 
vvhich vvil beantify hereven to 
admiration , and immediately 
diſpoſe her to contemplate, and 
unite herſelf to the infinirt bean- - 
tyes of her Creatoar : for if 
grace here in this our pilgrimage 
irradiates a ſonl to that degree 
as her ſplendor is inſupportable 
ro a.mortal eye, by the teſti» 
mony of S. Bridget in her reve» 
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lations ; donbtleſs the light of 
glory vvhich is the perfeRion 
of grace vvil much add to her 
laſtre. if then yve covet ſo mach 
To. have onr bodys here adornd, 
If here vve are ſo paſſionat ane 
a beauty that reſembles a Sha- 
dovv , more flecting then the 
clouds , tarnisht vyhith every 
litrle feaver and totally ruind by 
time; ah vyuhy do vve not rather 
pant 'after Bearitade , yvhoſe 
charms are alyyaics vigourons, 
amiable, and renders ns in al cir- 
 Cumltances compleatly happy. : 
The third property is that its 
joyes wil be eternal this oar 
happy end, wil be without cnd: 
for it nals i inthe viſioo, and 
love of God, whichtwo opcra- 
- tions 


FEY FER am A. ay I. He: 


* [tions wil neyer ceaſe; for God 
jnever wWithdrawes his gifts 
from Creatures unleſs vpon ſom- 
thing of demerit on their fide, 
now as to this they are ſecured 
being raiſed aboye the activity 
of any natural Agent which may 
any Wayes cauſe a prejudice to 
them, Laſtly the ſoul wil nor de- 
| prive herſelf of this her happi- 
neſs , for she beholds nothing 
in God that is not molt perfect, 
and ravishing , for in him she 
enjoyes a ful repoſe, abundance 
of {atisfation , and a delicious 
aſſurance of a glorious lite for 
eternity. | 

In the primicive times Chri- 
ſtians were uſually Qyled dif- 
ciples of heaven, and were ſo 
m 


mach abſtrated from worldly 
intereſt as they held it a dil- 
paradgment to their divine ma- 
{icr ( who had read to them 
ſiblime maximes of Eternal fe- 
licity) nor to be cager in the 


parſuir of celeſtial glory. Nay]; 


he that appeard. to covet the 
hungry Elements of this world, 
ſo Saint Paul terms honor, 
wealth, and ſenſual pleatures, 
they proclaimd an ingrate, that 
har forgot the price of his Re- 
demprion : for Chriſt firſt open'd 
to us a paſſage unto heaven : 
next he purchaſed grace by 
which we 2re enabled to its ac- 


quifition. Laſtly he tanghre us 


in our Pater notkter daily ro PE- 
tition for that rich jshcritance, 


oy 3 
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ſaying , thy Kingdom com : yet 
alas man attends ſo little to the- 
ſe gracious bleſſngs, at it occa- 
ſflioned Saint Auſtin to lament 
with a kind of admiration, that 
man kind for the moſt parr 
Should rather ſeek his felicity 
in a world deficient then in a 
God al-(ufhcient. 

There is no rational Agent 
thar having propos'd to him 
ſelf an end , does nor likewiſe 
picch apon ſom means to arrive 
to this end. And theſe means 
onght alſo to have ſom propor- 
tion to the end. Now we a'm 
at Beatitnde which is to Charm 
and allay al our defires : the 
| means to compas this should 
be fitted with ſom quality which 


tends and leans towards quiet; 
and certainly a vertuons and 
holy life does moſt contribate 
to this end. For the beatitnde 
of Saints is a ſacred repoſe, and 
delicions banquet, a joy and un- 
diſturbed peace. So the jſt 
here upon carth are replenishr 
with grace, which is the ſecd 
of plory , and this occaſions| 
onto them a perfe tranquilli- 
ty of mind 2: and their paſſions 
being reduced to a wondrons 
calm ; they are deliciated whith 
a perpetual feaſt: every motion 
of their heart in purſait of one 
and the ſame object , which 
being infigit , anſvvers to al 
their longings. Nay vve read 
of holy perſons yvho have been 


overyyhelmd vvith ſuch a tor- 
rent of delights, that had they 
not becn moderated, they maſt 
needs have made a paſſage unto 
death. Hence tis evideat that a 
life of ſantity is a reſemblance 
that approaches the necreſt ro 
a ſtate of bliſs, and may juſtly 
be termd the beatitade of this 
mortal life. 


THE PRAYER. 


God , before Whoſe glorious 

throne , the feraphins and 
al the Bleſſed in heaven bow aown 
their flaming heads ; adoring your 
greatnes, admiring your divine at- 
tributes , and ravisht with eternal af- 
feftions, do inceſſantly chant forth 


your praiſe e Grant to us your poor 
ſervants here under tryal that we 
may imitate in ſom little meaſure 
your celefltal Choriſts , paying our 
awful reſpets , by als of aaora- 
tion : Our obedience, by a perfet? 
obſervance of your holy laws ; Our 


lore, by a pure ſacrifice of al we are 


ani have, to your ſacred wil and 
pleaſure: And as the ſun paſts over 
ordure Without infefling its Rays 
may Wwe in like manner paſs throu 
the ſordid baits of this World until 
We arrive at thee our 0 Center and ſe- 
wereign good , after which al motions 
and pretenſions wil end in ternal 
repoſe, Amin, 


OO EL TELE 


THAT  BEATTF Tie” 


ADMITS NO GRIEF OR SADNESS 


What comfort to confi- 
der beatitnde , which 
S. Auſtin dcfines in few words, 
a joy of truth, becavſe God is 
the ſource of al verities : and 
in him we $hal bchold - che 
wonders of oar faith unyail'd: 
thoſe divine myſteries which 
ſarpaſs al imagination wil be 
drawn our of obſcurity into 
light, and ſtrangely regale our 
underſtanding , cauſing incffa-. 
ble joy within us ; as tO con- 
template rhe divine produc- 
tions, how the Son is coeternal 


and conſubſtantial with the fa- 
ther, and how both by a mn- 
cual love breath forth the Holy 
Ghoſt, in al things cqual to the 
father and the Son: to have the 
myſtery of the holy Eachariſt 
unfolded ro ns , hovy God is 
plcaſd to contract himſelf vvith 
in the compas of a ſmal hoſt 
and to be praſp'd by onr on- 
vvorthy hands. To contemplate 
the vvonders of his providence 
in the governmet of rhis vyorld, 
hovy his divine vviſdom has 
fo managed the different events 
of haman ations as ro make of 
them a harmony of his glory: 
nay out of the clashiag , and 
chyvarting malice of men, to 
drayv forth good, This cleer 
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profpect wil. ravish the bleſſed, 
for as the ſan cnlightens a body. 
by the inſtrument of the' eyes, 
ſo God' recreates and” beari- 
fics a 'ſoal by the nnderſtanding” 
fortified: with* the light of glo- 


ry:now to this joy whichprings 


from the nndefftanding ſuc- 
ceeds a joy- in the wil”: and' 
by how much -the' knowledg: 
of a taking obje&' is: perfect, - 


in proportion the wil embra- 
ces and loves it; for the an- 
derſtanding- and wil atc:-con- 
ducts by which joy is conveyd 


anto us ; nay indeed: the very? 
flower, and frairof joy, Hence 
as the bleſſed by the uaderſtan-: 
ding | contemplate. the- Divine 
Eflence, face to face; withoar.. 


N 


( 194) | 
any interpos'd vail, fo the wil 
Enflam'd from this proſpeuni- 
tes it (elf by a love incffable 
unto God the fountain of al 
good. Thus the ſoul by theſe 
tivo faculties united ro the 
molt ſovereign ad perfeR object 
wil be plung'd in an Ocean of 
delights , and like a ſponge be 
replenish'd on al fides With . 
joy and cxaltarion. 


 REFLEXION. 
.. No Frue foy upon Earth, - 


N Ajnrt Auſtin raminating 0- 


pon the joy. of the bleſled 


cried out , O joy.above al joy. 
without which there. is no joy; 
nay he parſues his rranſport 


(x95) 
Fr that ro poſles this joy 


for the ſpace of one day , is 
more to be valued then the moſt 
exquiſit pleaſure of this world 
for ingumerable years : bur 
whilſt our thoughts are center- 
taind with reflecions on the 
joys of heaven , mcethinks ris 
a kind of ſoleciſm to name 
ſadnes or grief : ſince the leaſt 
exhalation of any diſcontent is 
for ever banishe that bleſſed 


'| Region :- but as a black (ets of, 


and adds luſtre to arare beauty , 
ſo a glance of our condition 
here beneath , wil render more 
pretious chan bleſſed Rate cx- 
| empt from al miſery. 

Knew therefore in the firſt 
place that the gooJs of this 

N 31 


[195 ] 
world are allotted to ns for nſe, 
not for enjoyment : ſo that by 
amiſtake in the tenoar of the 
grant , we pervert the orders 
of our- Creator , making that 
the ſubje&t of our enjoyment 
which is only deſigned for the 
convenience of our wel being: 
hence in reality there is no 
pleaſure or ſatisfaQtion upon 
earth which affords a true and 
complear jay. Firſt by reafon 
the nature of what is matter of 
onr joy here is flecting : next 
the changeablencs of our own 
humour, vvhich is apt to dote 
upon this ſatisfaction to day, 
ro mortow cloyd with it is paſ- 


 fionately tranfported ih the 


purſuit of anether : laſtly in 


(197) 
that the conclaſion of theſe con» - 
tentments is for the moſt pare 
hcel'd with repentance : ſo thar 
tis clear where theiris no ſtabi- 
liry nor fecarity in the marter 
of. our joy , there muſt needs 
be cither an apprehenſion of lo» 
ſing it, or wearincs inthe enjoy 
ment, and conſequently no true 
joy in the poſleſſion. 

Befides, man is. compoſed of 
different parts, by the one he 
is cqualled wich Angels, by the 
other rank'd amongſt beaſts : 
now al the pleaſures of onr 
ſenſual part are diſtaſtful ro 
our ſpiritual ſubtance: and ſinee 
moſt of our delights arc luch, 
in proportion they giveacheck 
ro our rational part ; and by 


( 198) 
contenence the joy ariſingfrom 
thoſe ſarisfaftions is very im- 
perfect. Ambition which aſpi- 
res after honour and greatnes, 
1s pleaſed with bended knees, 
applauſe of men, and rhe like: 
now al theſe beer no joy in a 
traly wiſe man , becaoſe the 
glories of his foul ( which a 
lone merit relpect ) are invilt- 
ble , and above al the titles of 
hens the world can give, The 
ſatisfaction allo which ſprings 
from carnal pleaſures is much 


abared by our reaſon, that looks 


upon them as roo low for an 
Immortal being : the fame of 
al orher earchly contenrtments. 

Hence | wonder not that 
Saint Auitia admiring Gods 


( 199 ) 
wisdom in the conſtitation of 
this world shouldcry out : O 
what infelicity of mankind, the 
world is bitrer, yet beloved , 
how, if pleaſant , would is be 
dored on : the world is fal of 
diſturbance, yctbeloved, what 
would it be in peace and quiet? 
how would they gatherits low 
ers when now its thorns can 
not ſtop their hand ? upon this 
ground he gives a notable cau- 
tion to beware of the world's 
ſmiles, and that we are never 
more in danger then vvhen we 
appear to be its darlings , by 
which you may lce beſides thar 
the world has no true joy its 
very ſeming joy 1s dangerovs, 
That we may then atrive at 


— 


(200) 


the fountain- of trac-joy, let ny 
joyn-iſlue: vvith this great ex» 
-perieced Saint, vyho aſlares that 
the beſt expedient to Elude al 
its ſnares are tears , ſorrow and 
penitential as. in purſuance 
Saint Bernard ſays, O Goog 
Jeſu, if it be fo ſweet a thing to. 
We:p for you , What Wil it be to 
rejoyce with .youn wherefore when 
the bleſſed shal look back into 
this depraved ard corrapted 
world, a Chaos of confaſion, 
a place orcſpread with nets of 
| temprarions, and cluttered yvith 
| impediments of ſalvation, and 
that by Gods alſiſtiog grace 
|| they are drayvn offclear from 
3 al its hazards, and miſcries, O 
vyhat vyings vvil this add to. 


(201) 
their joy? yvhar incentives to 
ſpend themſelves in the par- 
fume of praiſe, and becom 'a 
perpetnal facrifice of thanks 
giving for their conſummated 
Glory, 


THE PRAYER. 


God, T how ſage ruler of al 

things who in the effablich- 
ment of your great family in this 
inferior world , ha#f ordaind the earth 
for our hope and beaven for our enjoy- 
ment :; grant that 1 may never rwil 
my ſelf in the puddle of Earthly 
pleaſures , but ſtil thirſt after thoſe 
pure refrecbments reſerved for us in 


the poſjeſſion of Beatitude , where a 


the fountain of al dtlights ; where our 


(202) 
ful draught wil be reacht to us from 


tears 5hal be converted into pearls to 
adorn our Crowns; our ſight and 
groans, into the melody of Angels , 
and our pious ſadnes and grief rife 
up into endits Tubilies, Amen, 


06 8 Sn 


20 JY 66 


wth aye ale 98 
06 ET 


APPROBATIO. 


Um Vir eximie Doctus 
mihi declaraverit , libram 
cmeiculus (equens appolitaseſt, 
Pions R efletions and devout prayers 
ubon feveral points of Faith and 
morality, from Mans Creation to 
his conſummation, Nihil conti- 
nere niſi conforme Sanx Doc- 
trinz & bonis moribus , per- 
mitto ut {mprimartur, Datum 
Daaci Dic 20 Mall. 1695- 


wWICOLAUS FOSEPHUSDE LA 
VERDURE, S. Thegjogie Dodter , 
& Profefior Primartius, 


